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their desired conclusion is not supported by their 
premisses and does not follow therefrom ; or, if you 
do not so rebut it, you must adduce on the opposite 

216 side some proof of greater or equal cogency. Lastly 
appeals, whether mild or passionate, and whether 
for winning favour or stirring the feelings, must be 
swept aside by exciting the opposite impressions, 
so that goodwill may be done away with by hate, 
and compassion by jealousy. 

LIV. “ Jesting too and shafts of wit are agreeable Employ- - 
and often highly effective : but these, even if all else "'entof wit. 
can be taught by art, are assuredly the endowment 
of nature and in no need of art. To my mind, Caesar, 
you far surpass all others in this field, so that you are 
also the better able to bear me witness that no art 
of pleasantry exists, or, if any such there be, you will 

217 best teach it to us." “ For my part," returned wita 
Caesar, "I hold that a man with any tincture of natural gift; 
humour in him can discuss anything in the world kinds. 
more wittily than actual witticisms. "Thus, on seeing 
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nullam in spem veneram posse me ex eis aliquid 
discere ; inveni autem ridicula et salsa multa Grae- 
corum; nam et Siculi in eo genere et Rhodii et 
Byzantii et praeter ceteros Attici excellunt; sed 
qui eius rei rationem quandam conati sunt artemque 
tradere, sic insulsi exstiterunt, ut nihil aliud eorum 
218 nisi ipsa insulsitas rideatur. Quare mihi quidem 
nullo modo videtur doctrina ista res posse tradi. 
Etenim cum duo genera sint facetiarum, alterum 
aequabiliter in omni sermone fusum, alterum pera- 
cutum et breve, illa a veteribus superior cavillatio, 
haec altera dicacitas nominata est. Leve nomen 
219 habet utraque res! quippe leve enim est totum hoc 
risum movere. Verum tamen, ut dicis, Antoni, mul- 
tum in causis persaepe lepore et facetiis profici vidi. 
Sed cum illo in genere perpetuae festivitatis ars non 
desideretur (natura enim fingit homines et creat 
imitatores et narratores facetos, adiuvante et voltu 
et voce et ipso genere sermonis), tum vero in hoc 
altero dicacitatis quid habet ars loci, cum ante illud 
facete dictum emissum haerere debeat, quam cogitari 
220 potuisse videatur? Quid enim hic meus frater ab 
arte adiuvari potuit, cum a Philippo interrogatus 
quid latraret, furem se videre respondit ? Quid in 
omni oratione Crassus vel apud centumviros contra 
Scaevolam vel contra accusatorem Brutum, cum 
pro Cn. Planco diceret? Nam id, quod tu mihi 
tribuis, Antoni, Crasso est omnium sententia con- 
cedendum. Non enim fere quisquam reperietur 


* For Philippus see Index and Book I, § 24, supra. 
‘ Catulus ' of course is Latin for a little dog. 
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I entertained the hope of being able to learn some- 
thing from them, and did indeed find much in Greek 
life that was laughable and pungent, the inhabitants 
of Sicily, Rhodes, Byzantium, and particularly Athens 
having distinguished themselves in this kind of thing ; 
all however who tried to teach anything like a theory 
or art of this matter proved themselves so conspicu- 
ously silly that their very silliness is the only laugh- 
218 able thing about them. That is why I think that 
this accomplishment cannot possibly be imparted by 
teaching. For, there being two sorts of wit, one 
running with even flow all through a speech, while the 
other, though incisive, is intermittent, the ancients 
called the former ‘irony ' and the latter ' raillery.' 
219 Each of these has a trivial name, but then of course 
all this business of laughter-raising is trivial. For all 
that, Antonius, as you remind me, I have very often 
seen much done in Court by humour and flashes of 
wit. But, while Art is not wanted in that continuous 
sort of jocularity (since Nature moulds mankind, and 
produces mimics and witty story-tellers, helped by 
their features, intonation and individual style of 
speaking), what room, pray, is there for Art in raillery, 
that other sort, wherein the shaft of wit has to be 
sped and hit its mark, with no palpable pause for 
220 thought? For what help could my brother here Ilustra- _ 
have got from Art, when Philippus ? inquired of him, "ons of vit 
‘What are you barking at, Master Puppy,’ and he 
answered, ‘I see a thief’? Or what help could 
Crassus have so got, all through his reply to Scaevola 
before the Hundred Commissioners, or his defence of 
Gnaeus Plancus, when prosecuted by Brutus? In 
fact, Antonius, the tribute you pay me ought, by 
unanimous verdict, to be yielded to Crassus. For 
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praeter hunc in utroque genere leporis excellens, 
et illo quod in perpetuitate sermonis, et hoc quod in 

221 celeritate atque dicto est. Nam haec perpetua 
contra Scaevolam Curiana defensio tota redundavit 
hilaritate quadam et ioco; dicta illa brevia non 
habuit. Parcebat enim adversarii dignitati, in quo 
ipse conservabat suam ; quod est hominibus facetis 
et dicacibus difficillimum, habere hominum rationem 
et temporum et ea, quae occurrant, cum salsissime 

222 dici possint, tenere. Itaque nonnulli ridiculi homines 
hoc ipsum non insulse interpretantur dicere! Ennium, 
flammam a sapiente facilius ore in ardente opprimi, 
quam bona dicta teneat; haec scilicet bona dicta, 
quae salsa sint; nam ea dicta appellantur proprio 
iam nomine. 

LV. Sed ut in Seaevolam continuit ea Crassus 
atque in illo altero genere, in quo nulli aculei con- 
tumeliarum inerant, causam illam disputationemque 
lusit, sic in Bruto, quem oderat et quem dignum 
contumelia iudicabat, utroque genere pugnavit. 

223 Quam multa de balneis, quas nuper ille vendiderat, 
quam multa de amisso patrimonio dixit! Atque 
illa brevia, cum ille diceret se sine causa sudare, 
‘minime mirum, inquit, “modo enim existi de 
balneis. Innumerabilia talia fuerunt, sed non minus 
iucunda illa perpetua. Cum enim Brutus duo lectores 


1 Piderit: dicere enim aiunt. 


a For the famous ‘causa Curiana, see Book I, § 180, 
II, 88 140 f. 
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scarcely a single other speaker is to be found, who is 
outstanding in both kinds of humour, the one dis- 
played all through a continuous discourse, the other 

221 in instantaneous bons-mots. For that continuous 
speech, on behalf of Curius ? and in reply to Scaevola, 
overflowed throughout with unmistakable mirth and 
jocularity ; of those sudden shafts it contained none. 
For the speaker was sparing his opponent's reputa- 
tion, and in so doing was maintaining his own, because 
it is a most difficult thing for men given to wit and 
raillery to have regard to personages and occasions, 
and to refrain from making observations which sug- 
gest themselves, when these could be brought out 

222 with most pungent effect. So true is this that sundry 
jesters explain it (shrewdly enough) as being exactly 
what Ennius speaks of, when he says that ' it is easier 
for a wise man to stifle a flame within his burning 
mouth than to keep words of worth to himself,’ 
‘worth’ in this passage of course meaning ‘ pun- 
gency,' for such sayings are now known by a name 
of their own. 

LV. “But although against Scaevola Crassus sup- Skilful use 
pressed those shafts, and in fact romped through his of "it by 
argument and the whole of the trial in that other 
mode, which involved no stinging invective, yet when 
encountering Brutus, whom he detested and deemed 
deserving of invective, he fought in both modes. 

223 How much he had to say about the baths then recently 
sold by his adversary, and about his wasted heritage ! 
Those repartees too ! as when Brutus declared him- 
self to be sweating all for nothing and the other 
retorted ‘ Likely enough, for you are just ousted from 
your sweating-room!’ Such shots were countless, 
but his continuous vein was just as pleasing. For 


N 361 


CICERO 


excitasset et alteri de colonia Narbonensi Crassi 
orationem legendam dedisset, alteri de lege Servilia, 
et cum contraria inter sese de re publica capita con- 
tulisset, noster hic facetissime tres patris Bruti de 

224 iure civili libellos tribus legendos dedit. Ex libro 
primo: ‘ FORTE EVENIT, UT IN PRIVERNATI ESSEMUS.' 
* Brute, testificatur pater se tibi Privernatem fundum 
reliquisse.’ Deinde ex libro secundo: ‘In ALBANO 
ERAMUS EGO ET Marcus Fiius.’ ‘Sapiens videlicet 
homo cum primis nostrae civitatis norat hunc gur- 
gitem ; metuebat, ne, cum is nihil haberet, nihil esse 
ei relictum putaretur. Tum ex libro tertio, in quo 
finem scribendi fecit —tot enim, ut audivi Scaevolam 
dicere, sunt veri Bruti libri—' IN TIBURTI FORTE AS- 
SEDIMUS EGO ET Marcus Fitius.’ ‘ Ubi sunt hi fundi, 
Brute, quos tibi pater publicis commentariis con- 
signatos reliquit ? Quod nisi puberem te, inquit, iam 
haberet, quartum librum composuisset et se etiam in 
balneis lotum cum filio scriptum reliquisset." 

225 Quis est igitur, qui non fateatur, hoc lepore 
atque his facetiis non minus refutatum esse Brutum 
quam illis tragoediis, quas egit idem, cum casu in 
eadem causa funere efferretur anus lunia? Pro di 


* For a boy of fourteen or more to bathe in his father's 
company was considered indecorous. 
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after Brutus had summoned a couple of readers, and 
handed them a speech of Crassus apiece to recite, 
one on the Narbonian settlement and the other on 
the Statute of Servilius, and had himself noted some 
inconsistencies in their accounts of affairs of State, 
our friend here most humorously delivered to three 
of these people for recital three pamphlets on the 

224 common law by Brutus the elder. On an extract 
from the first book, ‘ It chanced that we were in the 
Privernian district,’ his comment was, ‘ Brutus, your 
father bears witness that he has bequeathed you an 
estate at Privernum.’ Next, at the citation from the 
second book, ‘I and my son Marcus were on the 
Alban Hills,’ he observed, ‘ See how a man as shrewd 
as any in our community had discerned the nature of 
this devouring gulf ; he was afraid that, when he had 
nothing left, it might be thought that nothing had 
been bequeathed to him.’ Finally, on the words ‘I 
and my son Marcus happened to sit down together 
on Tiburtine land’ being read out from the third and 
concluding book (for I have heard Scaevola say that 
the authentic volumes of Brutus are three in num- 
ber), Crassus exclaimed, ‘ Where are these estates, 
Brutus, which your father registered in his public 
memoirs as bequeathed to you? Why,’ he went 
on, ‘ had you not already turned fourteen, he would 
have put together a fourth book, leaving it on record 
that he had also washed in his son’s company at 
those baths ! ’¢ 

225 “ Who then would deny that this pleasantry and 
these witticisms had as much to do with the repulse 
of Brutus as those histrionics gone through by our 
same friend when, during the same trial, it happened 
that the aged Junia was carried forth in funeral pro- 
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immortales, quae fait illa, quanta vis! quam inex- 
spectata! quam repentina! cum coniectis oculis, 
gestu omni ei imminenti, summa gravitate et celeri- 
tate verborum ‘Brute, quid sedes? Quid illam 
anum patri nuntiare vis tuo? quid illis omnibus, 
quorum imagines duci vides ? quid maioribus tuis ? 
quid L. Bruto, qui hunc populum dominatu regio 
liberavit? Quid te agere? Cui rei, cui gloriae, cui 
virtuti studere? Patrimonione augendo? At id non 
est nobilitatis, sed fac esse, nihil superest; libi- 

226 dines totum dissipaverunt. An iuri civili ? est pater- 
num. Sed dicet te, cum aedes venderes, ne in rutis 
quidem et caesis solium tibi paternum recepisse. An 
rei militari? Qui nunquam castra videris! An elo- 
quentiae? quae nulla est in te, et, quicquid est vocis 
ac linguae, omne in istum turpissimum calumniae 
quaestum contulisti! Tu lucem aspicere audes ? tu 
hos intueri ? tu in foro, tu in urbe, tu in civium esse 
conspectu? Tu illam mortuam, tu imagines ipsas non 
perhorrescis? quibus non modo imitandis, sed ne 
collocandis quidem tibi locum ullum reliquisti." 

227 LVI. Sed haec tragica atque divina; faceta autem 
et urbana innumerabilia ex una contione meministis. 


* In Roman Law minerals already quarried and timber 
already felled were deemed to be excepted from the sale of a 
farm, unless expressly included. 
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cession? Ha! ye deathless gods! what boundless 
vigour he displayed ! and how sudden and unlooked- 
for it was! when, with piercing gaze, with menace in 
his every motion, in the severest tones, and in a 
torrent of words he declaimed: ' Brutus, why seated? 
What news would you have that venerable dame 
carry to your sire? to all those whose busts you <— 
behold borne along? to your ancestors? to Lucius 
Brutus, who freed this community from the tyranny 
of the kings? What shall she tell them you are 
doing ? What affairs, what glorious deeds, what 
worthy ends are you busied with? Is it increas- 
ing your heritage? That is no occupation for the 
nobly-born, but—-assuming it were so—you have 
nothing left to increase ; sensuality has squandered 

226 every shilling. Are you cultivating the common law, 
your father’s field? Why, Junia will report that, 
on selling-up your home, you did not even reserve 
his arm-chair for yourself, along with the quarried 
minerals and felled timber!* Are you following a 
military career? You, who will never set eyes on 
acamp! Are you a devotee of eloquence? There 
is no spark of it about you, and any power you had 
of intonation or language you applied to making 
money by the foulest perversion of justice! Dare 
you behold the light of day? Or look upon this 
assembly ? Or show yourself in Court, or within the 
City, or before the eyes of your fellow-citizens ? Do 
not you tremble exceedingly at the spectacle of that 
dead lady ? and of those same busts, you who have E 
left yourself no room even for setting them up, much 
less for emulating their originals ? ' 

22; LVI. “All this however was in the grand and 
inspired style, but you also recall a host of sparkling 
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Nec enim contentio maior unquam fuit, nec apud 
populum gravior oratio, quam huius contra collegam 
in censura nuper, neque lepore et festivitate 
conditior. 

Quare tibi, Antoni, utrumque assentior, et multum 
facetias in dicendo prodesse saepe, et eas arte nullo 
modo posse tradi. Illud quidem admiror, te nobis in 
eo genere tribuisse tantum, et non huius rei quoque 
palmam, ut ceterarum, Crasso detulisse. 

228 Tum Antonius: Ego vero ita fecissem, inquit, nisi 
interdum in hoc Crasso paulum inviderem : nam esse 
quamvis facetum atque salsum, non nimis est per se 
ipsum invidendum ; sed, cum omnium sit venus- 
tissimus et urbanissimus, omnium gravissimum et 
severissimum et esse, et videri, quod isti contigit uni, 
id mihi vix ferendum videbatur. 

229 Hic cum arrisisset ipse Crassus, Attamen, inquit 
Antonius, cum artem esse facetiarum, luli, ullam 
negares, aperuisti quiddam, quod praecipiendum 
videretur. Haberi enim dixisti rationem oportere 
hominum, rei, temporis, ne quid iocus de gravitate 
decerperet ; quod quidem in primis a Crasso obser- 
vari solet. Sed hoc praeceptum praetermittendarum 
est facetiarum, cum eis nihil opus sit; nos autem 
quomodo utamur, cum opus sit, quaerimus, ut in 
adversarium, et maxime, si eius stultitia poterit 
agitari, in testem stultum, cupidum, levem, si facile 


a i.e. Gnaeus Domitius Ahenobanmaet 
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witticisms from a single harangue. For never was 
there a more spirited effort, or a speech more effec- 
tive with the public, than that of our friend here, not 
long since, against his colleague in the censorship, 
or one better tempered with charm and gaiety. 

“ And so, Antonius, I grant both your points, first 
the great and frequent utility of witticisms in oratory, 
secondly the absolute impossibility of learning these 
from art. One thing certainly surprises me, and 
that is your ascribing so much success in this sphere 
to myself, instead of awarding the prize for this, as 
for all else, to Crassus." 

228 “I should certainly have done so," answered 
Antonius, “ were I not now and then a little envious 
of Crassus in this connexion; for merely to be as 
witty and shrewd as you please need not excite un- 
measured envy, but that the most attractive and 
polished of all speakers should at the same time be 
obviously the most impressive and austere, as has 
been the lot of our friend alone,—this did seem 
rather more than I could bear.” 

299 Even Crassus smiled at this, and Antonius went 
on, “ However, Julius, though you denied the exist- 
ence of any art of pleasantry, you did just start some- 
thing that seemed worth teaching. For you said 
that regard ought to be paid to personages, topics 
and occasions, so that the jest should not detract 
from dignity ; Crassus of course always observes this 
principle as strictly as anyone. But it is a rule for 
the omission of uncalled-for witticisms, whereas we 
seek to know how to employ witticisms when wanted, 
—against an enemy, for instance, and most of all, if 
his stupidity can be ruffled, against a stupid, biased 
or unreliable witness, when people seem inclined to 
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230 homines audituri videbuntur. Omnino probabiliora 


231 


232 


sunt, quae lacessiti dicimus, quam quae priores, nam 
et ingenii celeritas maior est, quae apparet in respon- 
dendo, et humanitatis est responsio. Videmur enim 
quieturi fuisse, nisi essemus lacessiti, ut in ista ipsa 
contione nihil fere dictum est ab hoc, quod quidem 
facetius dictum videretur, quod non provocatus 
responderit. Erat autem tanta gravitas in Domitio, 
tanta auctoritas, ut, quod esset ab eo obiectum, 
lepore magis elevandum, quam contentione frangen- 
dum videretur. 

LVII. Tum Sulpicius: Quid igitur? inquit, pa- 
tiemur Caesarem, qui, quanquam Crasso facetias 
concedit, tamen multo in eo studio magis ipse ela- 
borat, non explicare nobis totum genus hoc iocandi, 
quale sit, et unde ducatur; praesertim cum tantam 
vim et utilitatem salis et urbanitatis esse fateatur? 
Quid si, inquit Iulius, assentior Antonio dicenti, 
nullam esse artem salis? Hic cum Sulpicius re- 
ticuisset: Quasi vero, inquit Crassus, horum ip- 
sorum, de quibus Antonius iamdiu loquitur, ars ulla 
sit: observatio quaedam est, ut ipse dixit, earum 
rerum, quae in dicendo valent; quae si eloquentes 
facere posset, quis esset non eloquens? Quis enim 
haec non vel facile, vel certe aliquo modo posset 
ediscere ? Sed ego in his praeceptis hanc vim et hanc 
utilitatem esse arbitror, non ut ad reperiendum, quid 
dicamus, arte ducamur, sed ut ea quae natura, quae 
studio, quae exercitatione consequimur, aut recta esse 
confidamus aut prava intellegamus, cum, quo re- 
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230 give him a ready hearing. The things we say when 
exasperated are altogether more persuasive than 
those we say in our first attack, as greater quick- 
ness of device is shown in retort, and to retort is 
human. For we give the impression that we should 
have remained quiet, had we not been exasperated, 
just as, in that identical harangue, our friend here 
said scarcely anything we thought particularly witty, 
which was not said by way of retort to a challenge. 
Yet there was such an air of worth and distinction 
about Domitius, that it seemed more fitting to make 
light of his charges by pleasantry than to shatter 
them by force.” 

231 LVII. “ How now ? ” interposed Sulpicius, “ shall Practical 
we permit Caesar, who, though yielding precedence ders 
in wit to Crassus, yet toils far harder in that field witticisms. 
himself, to deny us a complete exposition of this type 
of jesting, its nature and its sources, particularly as 
he recognizes such power and value in pleasantry and 
humour?" “ But suppose," said Julius, “ I agree 
with Antonius that no art of pleasantry exists ? ” 

232 Sulpicius remaining silent, Crassus observed, ' An 
art of these things which Antonius has been dis- 
cussing all this time ! a practice indeed there is, as 
he himself told us, of observing sundry conventions 
serviceable to speakers, but, if this practice could 
impart eloquence, who would fail to be eloquent ? 
For who could not master these conventions, either 
readily or at any rate in some measure? However 
I hold the virtue and benefit of these maxims to lie 
in this : we do not discover what to say by artificial 
devices, but, after we have learned a true standard of 
comparison, they assure us of the soundness, or 
reveal to us the weakness, of whatever resources we 
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233 ferenda sint, didicerimus. Quare, Caesar, ego quo- 
que a te hoc peto, ut, si tibi videtur, disputes de hoc 
toto iocandi genere, quid sentias, ne qua forte dicendi 
pars, quoniam ita voluistis, in hoc tali coetu, atque in 
tam accurato sermone praeterita esse videatur. Ego 
vero, inquit ille, quoniam collectam a conviva, Crasse, 
exigis, non committam, ut, si defugerim, tibi causam 
aliquam dem recusandi, quanquam soleo saepe mirari 
eorum impudentiam, qui agunt in scena gestum, 
spectante Roscio ; quis enim sese commovere potest, 
cuius ille vitia non videat? Sic ego nunc, Crasso 
audiente, primum loquar de facetiis, et docebo sus, 
ut aiunt, oratorem eum, quem cum Catulus nuper 

234 audisset, ' foenum alios aiebat esse oportere. Tum 
ille: Iocabatur, inquit, Catulus, praesertim cum 
ita dicat ipse, ut ambrosia alendus esse videatur. 
Verum te, Caesar, audiamus, ut ad Antonii reliqua 
redeamus. Et Antonius: Perpauca quidem mihi 
restant, inquit; sed tamen, defessus iam labore 
atque itinere disputationis meae, requiescam in 
Caesaris sermone quasi in aliquo peropportuno de- 
versorio. 

LVIII. Atqui, inquit Iulius, non nimis liberale 
hospitium meum dices: nam te in viam, simul ac 

235 perpaulum gustaris, extrudam et eiciam. Ac, ne 
diutius vos demorer, de omni isto genere, quid sen- 
tiam, perbreviter exponam. De risu quinque sunt, 


* Caesar refers to his forthcoming talk as if it were his 
contribution to a feast. 

> Sec Book I, lix.-lxi. 

* Said to have tendered advice to the Goddess of Wisdom. 
Compare the English proverb as to a grandchild giving its 
ancestress hints on egg-sucking. 

å As seeming but brute beasts in comparison with Crassus. 
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233 attain by native talent, study or practice. And so, 
Caesar, I too beg you, if you think proper, to discuss 
fully this type of jesting, and to state your views, 
lest haply one branch of oratory should be thought 
to have been passed over, with your approval, in 
such a company as this, and in a conversation so 
carefully elaborated."  '' Assuredly, Crassus," re- 
plied Caesar, "seeing that you are collecting a 
boon companion’s 'shot,'^ I wil not run away 
and so give you any occasion for complaint, although 
I am generally amazed at the shamelessness of those 
who strut the stage under the very eye of Roscius ^ ; 
for what man can so much as stir without that artist 
noticing his weak points? Just so I, with Crassus 
in my audience, am now going to discuss witticisms 
for the first time and, in emulation of the proverbial 
hog," to instruct that orator of whom, after re- 
cently hearing him, Catulus declared that 'all 

234 others ought to be fed on hay.'"? “Catulus was 
speaking in jest," returned Crassus, “ and the more 
plainly so in that his own style seems to entitle 
him to heavenly sustenance. But let us hear you, 
Caesar, and come back afterwards to what Antonius 
has still in hand." “‘ In fact I have very few things 
left to say," observed Antonius, “ but in any case 
I am already worn-out by my long and toilsome 
debate, and shall repose, while Caesar is talking, as 
though in a most convenient roadside inn.” 

LVIII. “ Well then," said Julius, “ you will not the 
call my hospitality unduly generous, for I shall thrust lsughable: 
you forth and cast you out upon the road, directly 

235 you have taken the tiniest taste of it. And now, 
to delay you no longer, I will very concisely state 
my views on that subject of yours in general. As 
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quae quaerantur: unum, quid sit; alterum, unde 
sit; tertium sitne oratoris, velle risum movere ; 
quartum, quatenus; quintum, quae sint genera 
ridiculi. 

Atque illud primum, quid sit ipse risus, quo pacto 
concitetur, ubi sit, quomodo exsistat, atque ita re- 
pente erumpat, ut eum cupientes tenere nequeamus, 
et quomodo simul latera, os, venas, vultum, oculos 
occupet, viderit Democritus: neque enim ad hunc 
sermonem hoc pertinet ; et, si pertineret, nescire me 
tamen id non puderet quod ne illi quidem scirent, qui 
pollicerentur. 

236 Locus autem, et regio quasi ridiculi (nam id pro- 
xime quaeritur) turpitudine et deformitate quadam 
continetur : haec enim ridentur vel sola, vel maxime, 
quae notant et designant turpitudinem aliquam non 
turpiter. 

Est autem, ut ad illud tertium veniam, est plane 
oratoris movere risum ; vel quod ipsa hilaritas bene- 
volentiam conciliat ei, per quem excitata est; vel 
quod admirantur omnes acumen uno saepe in verbo 
positum maxime respondentis, nonnunquam etiam 
lacessentis; vel quod frangit adversarium, quod 
impedit, quod elevat, quod deterret, quod refutat : 
vel quod ipsum oratorem politum esse hominem 
significat, quod eruditum, quod urbanum, maximeque 
quod tristitiam ac severitatem mitigat et relaxat, 


a An eminent Greek physicist of the 5th century B.C.: 
known as ‘ the laughing philosopher.’ 
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regards laughter there are five matters for considera- 
tion: first, its nature; second, its source ; third, 
whether willingness to produce it becomes an orator ; 
fourth, the limits of his licence ; fifth, the classification 
of things laughable. 

“ Now the first of these topics, the essential nature (1) its 
of laughter, the way it is occasioned, where it is "ature; 
seated, and how it comes into being, and bursts out 
so unexpectedly that, strive as we may, we cannot 
restrain it, and how at the same instant it takes 
possession of the lungs, voice, pulse, countenance 
and eyes,—all this I leave to Democritus ¢: for it 
does not concern the present conversation, and, even 
if it did, I should still not be ashamed to show ignor- 
ance of something which even its professed expositors 
do not understand. 

“Then the field or province, so to speak, of the (2) its 
laughable (this being our next problem), is restricted Province; 
to that which may be described as unseemly or ugly ; 
for the chief, if not the only, objects of laughter are 
those sayings which remark upon and point out 
something unseemly in no unseemly manner. 

“ And again, to come to our third topic, it clearly (s) its 
becomes an orator to raise laughter, and this on RE aen 
various grounds; for instance, merriment naturally ateness; 
wins goodwill for its author; and everyone admires 
acuteness, which is often concentrated in a single 
word, uttered generally in repelling, though some- 
times in delivering an attack; and it shatters or 
obstructs or makes light of an opponent, or alarms 
or repulses him ; and it shows the orator himself 
to be a man of finish, accomplishment and taste ; 
and, best of all, it relieves dullness and tones down 
austerity, and, by a jest or a laugh, often dispels dis- 


373 


CICERO 


odiosasque res saepe, quas argumentis dilui non 
facile est, ioco risuque dissolvit. 

231 Quatenus autem sint ridicula tractanda oratori, 
perquam diligenter videndum est, id quod in quarto 
loco quaerendi posueramus. Nam nec insignis im- 
probitas, et scelere iuncta, nec rursus miseria insignis 
agitata ridetur: facinorosos enim maiore quadam vi 
quam ridiculi vulnerari volunt ; miseros illudi nolunt 
nisi se forte iactant. Parcendum est autem maxime 
caritati hominum, ne temere in eos dicas qui 
diliguntur. 

238 LIX. Haec igitur adhibenda est primum in iocando 
moderatio. Itaque ea facillime luduntur, quae neque 
odio magno, neque misericordia maxima digna sunt. 
Quam ob rem materies omnis ridiculorum est in istis 
vitiis quae sunt in vita hominum neque carorum 
neque calamitosorum, neque eorum qui ob facinus 
ad supplicium rapiendi videntur; eaque belle agi- 

239 tata ridentur. Est etiam deformitatis et corporis 
vitiorum satis bella materies ad iocandum; sed 
quaerimus idem, quod in ceteris rebus maxime quae- 
rendum est,quatenus. In quo non modo illud prae- 
cipitur, ne quid insulse, sed etiam, si quid perridicule 
possis, vitandum est oratori utrumque, ne aut scurrilis 
iocus sit, aut mimicus. Quae cuiusmodi sint, facilius 
iam intellegemus, cum ad ipsa ridiculorum genera 
venerimus. 
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tasteful suggestions not easily weakened by reason- 
ings. 

237 a But the limits within which things laughable are (4) limits ot 
to be handled by the orator, that fourth question !* "se: 
we put to ourselves, is one calling for most careful 
consideration. For neither outstanding wickedness, 
such as involves crime, nor, on the other hand, out- 
standing wretchedness is assailed by ridicule, for the 
publie would have the villainous hurt by a weapon 
rather more formidable than ridicule; while they 
dislike mockery of the wretched, except perhaps if 
these bear themselves arrogantly. And you must 
be especially tender of popular esteem, so that you 
do not inconsiderately speak ill of the well-beloved. 

238 LIX. “Such then is the restraint that, above all (5 its 
else, must be practised in jesting. Thus the things 9Bects | 
most easily ridiculed are those which call for neither 
strong disgust nor the deepest sympathy. This is 
why all laughing-matters are found among those 
blemishes noticeable in the conduct of people who 
are neither objects of general esteem nor yet full of 
misery, and not apparently merely fit to be hurried off 
to execution for their crimes ; and these blemishes, 

239 if deftly handled, raise laughter. In ugliness too 
and in physical blemishes there is good enough matter 
for jesting, but here as elsewhere the limits of licence 
are the main question. As to this, not only is there 
a rule excluding remarks made in bad taste, but also, 
even though you could say something with highly 
comical effect, an orator must avoid each of two 
dangers: he must not let his jesting become 
buffoonery or mere mimicking. We shall more 
readily understand examples of each kind when we 
come to the actual classification of things laughable. 
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Duo enim sunt genera facetiarum, quorum alterum 

240 re tractatur, alterum dicto. Re, si quando quid, tan- 
quam aliqua fabella narratur ; ut olim tu, Crasse, in 
Memmium, ' comedisse eum lacertum Largi, cum 
esset cum eo Tarracinae de amicula rixatus: salsa, 

at tamen a te ipso ficta tota narratio. Addidisti clau- 
sulam, tota Tarracina tum omnibus in parietibus 
inscriptas fuisse litteras, LLL, MM ; cum quaereres 

id quid esset, senem tibi quendam oppidanum dixisse 
'Lacerat Lacertum  Largi Mordax Memmius.’ 

241 Perspicitis, hoc genus quam sit facetum, quam ele- 
gans, quam oratorium, sive habeas vere, quod narrare 
possis, quod tamen est mendaciunculis aspergen- 
dum, sive fingas. Est autem haec huius generis 
virtus, ut ita facta demonstres, ut mores eius, de quo 
narres, ut sermo, ut vultus omnes exprimantur, ut eis 

242 qui audiunt, tum geri illa fierique videantur. In re 
est item ridiculum, quod ex quadam depravata imita- 
tione sumi solet; ut idem Crassus: ‘ Per tuam 
nobilitatem, per vestram familiam.' Quid aliud fuit, 

in quo contio rideret, nisi illa vultus et vocis imi- 
tatio? 'Per tuas statuas' vero cum dixit, et extento 
bracchio paululum etiam de gestu addidit, vehemen- 
tius risimus. Ex hoc genere est illa Rosciana imitatio 
senis : ‘ Tibi ego, Antipho, has sero,’ inquit. Senium 


* Gaius Memmius, a turbulent tribune of 111 s.c., against 
whose ferocious character this jest of Crassus seems to be 
levelled. 

* 'This merriment may have been excited by an attack of 
Crassus upon Domitius Ahenobarbus, who was possibly 
disliked for his excessive family pride. 
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“For there are two types of wit, one employed upon wit ot 
240 facts, the other upon words. Upon facts, whenever Matter and 
any tale is told, some anecdote for instance, just as the former 
you, Crassus, alleged one day, in a speech against jnedjote © 
Memmius,’ that Memmius ‘ had made a mouthful aud lepri- 
of Largus’s arm, when brawling with him at Tarra- 
cina over a lady-love ; it was a spicy story, but every 
word of your own fabrication. You wound up by 
relating that the letters M.M.L.L.L. were inscribed 
on every wall in Tarracina, and that some ancient in- 
habitant answered, when you asked what they meant, 
241 ‘ Mordacious Memmius lacerates Largus’s limb.’ You 
see plainly how graceful, choice and well befitting an 
orator is a jest of this sort, whether you have some 
truth you can relate,—which for all that may be 
sprinkled with fibs,—or whether you are only fabri- 
cating. Now the beauty of such jesting is, that you 
state your incidents in such a way, that the character, 
the manner of speaking and all the facial expressions 
of the hero of your tale, are so presented that those 
incidents seem to your audience to take place and 
to be transacted concurrently with your description 
242 of them. Another sort of jest depending on facts, 
is that which is generally derived from what may be 
called vulgarized mimicry, as when on another occa- 
sion, Crassus was adjuring an adversary in the words, 
* By your rank, by your lineage!’ What else had the 
assembly to laugh at in this than that mimicry of 
facial expression and intonation ? But when he went 
on to say, ‘ By your statuary,’ and lent a touch of 
action to the word by stretching out his arm, we 
laughed quite consumedly.^ To this class belongs 
Roscius’s famous representation of an old man, when 
he quavers out, ‘ For you, son Antipho, I’m planting 
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est, cum audio. Atqui ita est totum hoc ipso genere 
ridiculum, ut cautissime tractandum sit. Mimorum 
est enim ethologorum, si nimia est imitatio, sicut 
obscenitas. Orator surripiat oportet imitationem 
ut is qui audiet, cogitet plura, quam videat ; praestet 
idem ingenuitatem et ruborem suum, verborum 
turpitudine et rerum obscenitate vitanda. 

243 LX. Ergo haec duo genera sunt eius ridiculi, quod 
in re positum est; quae sunt propria perpetuarum 
facetiarum, in quibus describuntur hominum mores, 
et ita effinguntur, ut aut re narrata aliqua, quales 
sint, intellegantur, aut, imitatione brevi iniecta, in 
aliquo insigni ad irridendum vitio reperiantur. 

244 In dicto autem ridiculum est id, quod verbi, aut 
sententiae quodam acumine movetur. Sed ut in illo 
superiore genere vel narrationis, vel imitationis, 
vitanda est mimorum ethologorum similitudo, sic in 
hoc scurrilis oratori dicacitas magnopere fugienda est. 
Qui igitur distinguemus a Crasso, a Catulo, a ceteris 
familiarem vestrum, Granium, aut Vargulam, amicum 
meum? Non mehercule in mentem mihi quidem 
venit: sunt enim dicaces; Granio quidem nemo 
dicacior. Hoc, opinor, primum, ne, quotienscumque 

245 potuerit dictum dici, necesse habeamus dicere. Pu- 
sillus testis processit. ' Licet, inquit, ‘rogare ?’ 


* From a lost play. 
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these.'^ JI think I am listening to testy Eld personi- 
fied. However this particular kind of laughing- 
matter is all such as to need extreme circumspection 
in the handling of it. For if the caricature is too 
extravagant, it becomes the work of buffoons in 
pantomime, as also does grossness. It behoves the 
orator to borrow merely a suspicion of mimicry, so 
that his hearer may imagine more than meets his 
eye; he must also testify to his own well-bred 
modesty, by avoiding all unseemly language and 
offensive gestures. 

243 LX. “These then are the two kinds of the jesting The latter, 
that is founded on facts; and they are appropriate Wit of form, 
to continuous irony, wherein the characters of indi- sparingiy. 
viduals are sketched and so portrayed, that either 
through the relation of some anecdote their real 
natures are understood, or, by the infusion of a trifle 
of mimicry, they are found out in some fault suffi- 
ciently marked to be laughed at. 

244 “As regards words, however, the laughter is 
awakened by something pointed in a phrase or re- 
flection. But just as, with the former kind, both in 
narrative and in mimicry, all likeness to buffoons in 
pantomime is to be avoided, so in this latter case the 
orator must scrupulously shun all buffoonish raillery. 
How then shall we distinguish from Crassus, from 
Catulus, and from the others, your familiar acquaint- 
ance Granius, or my own friend Vargula ? Upon my 
word, I have never considered this matter, for all of 
them are witty, none indeed more so than Granius. 
The first point to make, I think, is that we should 
not feel bound to utter a witticism every time an 

245 occasion offers. A very small witness once came 


forward. ' May I examine him ?' said Philippus. 
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Philippus. Tum quaesitor properans: ' Modo bre- 
viter. Hic ille: ‘Non accusabis; perpusillum 
rogabo.’ Ridicule. Sed sedebat iudex L. Aurifex, 
brevior ipse, quam testis etiam : omnis est risus in 
iudicem conversus: visum est totum scurrile ridi- 
culum. Ergo haec quae cadere possunt in quos nolis, 
quamvis sint bella, sunt tamen ipso genere scurrilia. 

246 Ut iste, qui se vult dicacem, et mehercule est, Appius, 
sed nonnunquam in hoc vitium scurrile delabitur. 
' Cenabo,' inquit, ‘apud te, huie lusco, familiari 
meo, C. Sextio ; ' uni enim locum esse video.' Est 
hoc scurrile, et quod sine causa lacessivit ; et tamen 
id dixit quod in omnis luscos conveniret ; ea, quia 
meditata putantur esse, minus ridentur. Illud 
egregium Sextii, et ex tempore: ‘ Manus lava,’ 
inquit, ' et cena.’ 

247 Temporis igitur ratio, et ipsius dicacitatis mode- 
ratio et temperantia et raritas dictorum distinguet 
oratorem a scurra, et quod nos cum causa dicimus, 
non ut ridiculi videamur, sed ut proficiamus aliquid, 
illi totum diem et sine causa. Quid enim est Vargula 
assecutus, cum eum candidatus A. Sempronius cum 
Marco suo fratre complexus esset: ‘Puer, abige 
muscas?' Risum quaesivit, qui est, mea sententia, 
vel tenuissimus ingenii fructus. Tempus igitur di- 


a Apparently a reflection upon the self-invited guest's 
probity. Compare the English legal maxim: ‘ He that 
cometh to Equity must come with elean hands." 

^ Musca was a cognomen of the gens Sempronia, and is 
also Latin for various winged insects. Vargula seems to 
have intended a subtle comparison between humming and 
biting insects and chattering and irritating canvassers. 
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The president of the Court, who was in a hurry, 
answered, ‘ Only if you are short.’ ' You will not 
complain,’ returned Philippus, ‘for I shall be just 
as short as that man is.’ Quite comical; but there 
on the tribunal sat Lucius Aurifex, and he was even 
tinier than the witness : all the laughter was directed 
against Lucius, and the joke seemed merely buf- 
foonish. And so those shafts which may light upon 
unintended victims, however featly they may be 
winged, are none the less essentialy those of a 
246 buffoon. For instance, that Appius, who tries to be 
witty, and egad! succeeds, though occasionally slip- 
ping into this failing of buffoonery, said to my one- 
eyed friend here, Gaius Sextius, ‘I will sup with 
you, for I see you have room for another one.’ This 
is the joke of a buffoon, for he attacked unprovoked, 
and even so only said what would apply to every 
one-eyed individual. Jokes of that sort, as they 
seem to be thought out in advance, win but little 
laughter. The retort of Sextius was brilliant and 
spontaneous : * Wash your hands,’ says he, ‘ before 

supper.' ^ 
247 "Regard then to occasions, control and restraint of 
our actual raillery, and economy in bon-mots, will 
distinguish an orator from a buffoon, as also will the 
fact that we people speak with good reason, not just 
to be thought funny, but to gain some benefit, while 
those others are jesting from morning to night, and 
without any reason at all. Thus, when Aulus Sem- 
pronius was on eanvassing bent, along with Marcus 
his brother, and embraced Vargula, what good did 
it do Vargula to shout ' Boy, drive away these 
buzzers?’ His object was to get a laugh—to my 
mind the very poorest return for cleverness. The 
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cendi prudentia et gravitate moderabimur: quarum 
utinam artem aliquam haberemus ! sed domina na- 
tura est. 

248 LXI. Nunc exponamus genera ipsa summatim, 
quae risum maxime moveant. Haec igitur sit prima 
partitio, quod facete dicatur, id alias in re habere 
alias in verbo facetias: maxime autem homines 
delectari, si quando risus coniuncte re verboque 
moveatur. Sed hoc mementote, quoscumque locos 
attingam, unde ridicula ducantur, ex eisdem locis fere 
etiam graves sententias posse duci. Tantum interest, 
quod gravitas honestis in rebus severe, iocus in tur- 
piculis et quasi deformibus ponitur, velut eisdem 
verbis et laudare frugi servum possumus, et, si est 
nequam, iocari. Ridiculum est illud Neronianum 
vetus in furaci servo, ' Solum esse, cui domi nihil sit 
nec obsignatum, nec occlusum ' : quod idem in bono 

249 servo dici solet, sed hoc eisdem etiam verbis. Ex 
eisdem autem locis nascuntur omnia. Nam quod Sp. 
Carvilio graviter claudicanti ex vulnere ob rem- 
publicam accepto, et ob eam causam verecundanti in 
publicum prodire, mater dixit, ' Quin prodis, mi 
Spuri? quotienscumque gradum facies, totiens tibi 
tuarum virtutum veniet in mentem ' : praeclarum et 
grave est. Quod Calvino Glaucia claudicanti, * Ubi 
est vetus illud: num claudicat? at hic clodicat,’ 
hoc ridiculum est; et utrumque ex eo, quod in 


4 Clodicare, plebeian and rustic form of claudicare, au 
being vulgarly pronounced o. 
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right occasion therefore for speaking out we shall 
fix by our own wisdom and discretion: would that 
we had some theory of the use of these qualities ! 
though intuition is the sovereign directress. 

248 LXI. “ Now let us summarize the essential natures Classifica- 
of the chief sources of laughter. Let our first dis- Honor 
tinction, then, be this, that a witty saying has its witticisms, 
point sometimes in facts, sometimes in words, though 
people are most particularly amused whenever 
laughter is excited by the union of the two. But 
remember this, that whatever subjects I may touch 
upon, as being sources of laughing-matters, may 
equally well, as a rule, be sources of serious thoughts. 
The only difference is that seriousness is bestowed 
austerely and upon things of good repute, jesting 
upon what is a trifle unseemly, or, so to speak, un- 
couth ; for example, we can, in identical terms, praise 
a careful servant, and make fun of one who is good- 
for-nothing. There is humour in that old remark 
of Nero's about a thievish servant, 'that he was 
the only member of the household against whom 
nothing was sealed up or locked away,’ a description 
frequently applied to a trusty servant also, and that 

249 too word for word. In fact all kinds of remarks are 
derived from identical sources. For his mother's 
words to Spurius Carvilius, who was sadly lame from 
a wound received on national service, and for that 
reason shy of walking abroad, ‘ No no, my Spurius, 
go out! and let every step you take remind you 
of your gallantry, are noble and dignified. But 
what Glaucia said to Calvinus, who was limping, 

Where is that old saying—Can he be hobbling ? 
Nay, but he is wobbling,'^ is merely absurd. Yet 
both observations were derived from what the con- 
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claudicatione animadverti potuit, est ductum. ‘ Quid 
hoe Naevio ignavius?’ severe Scipio. At in male 
olentem, ‘ Video me a te circumveniri,’ subridicule 
Philippus. At utrumque genus continet verbi ad 
litteram immutati similitudo. 

Ex ambiguo dicta vel argutissima putantur, sed 
non semper in ioco, saepe etiam in gravitate versan- 
tur. Africano illi superiori, coronam sibi in convivio 
ad caput accommodanti, cum ea saepius rumperetur, 
P. Licinius Varus, ‘ Noli mirari,' inquit, ‘si non con- 
venit: caput enim magnum est’: laudabile et 
honestum. At ex eodem genere est: ' Calvus satis 
est, quod dicit parum.’ Ne multa: nullum genus 
est ioci, quo non ex eodem severa et gravia sumantur. 

Atque hoc etiam animadvertendum est, non esse 
omnia ridicula faceta. Quid enim potest esse tam 
ridiculum, quam sannio est? Sed ore, vultu, imi- 
tandis moribus, voce, denique corpore ridetur ipso. 
Salsum hunc possum dicere, atque ita, non ut eius- 
modi oratorem esse velim, sed ut mimum. 

LXII. Quare primum genus hoc, quod risum vel 
maxime movet, non est nostrum : morosum, super- 
stitiosum, suspiciosum, gloriosum, stultum ; naturae 
ridentur ipsae : quas personas agitare solemus, non 


a Professor Wilkins and others would sharpen the pun 
upon this name by substituting the less common form 
Navius. 

> This alleged joke seems to require the coinage of a 
word hircumveniri, hircus being Latin not only for “ goat,” 
but also for the very rank odour characteristic of that animal. 

¢ Caput is Latin for (1) a human cranium, (2) the Head 
of e.g. a body politic. 

4 Baldness may be natural or metaphorical: the exact 
point of this pleasantry seems to have eluded the com- 
mentators. 
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templation of lameness might suggest. Scipio's pun, 
“Is there an idler knave than this Naevius ?’*, was 
intended for austerity. But there was a spark of 
humour in the remark of Philippus to a malodorous 
individual, ‘I perceive that you are stinking me 
out.'^ Yet both kinds of pun lie in the verbal echo 
that survives the change in a letter. 

250“ Bons-mots prompted by an equivocation are (1) The 
deemed the very wittiest, though not always con- ®™bisuous: 
cerned with jesting, but often even with what is im- 
portant. What Publius Licinius Varus said to the great 
Africanus the elder, when he was adjusting a garland 
to his head at a banquet, and it tore again and again, 
was praiseworthy and creditable: ' Don't be aston- 
ished,’ said he, ‘if it does not fit, for it is on a Head 
of vast capacity.’° Yet from the same category 
comes, ' He is bald enough, seeing that he is bald 
in diction.’ So, to bore you no further, there is 
no source of laughing-matters from which austere 
and serious thoughts are not also to be derived. 

251 “There is also this to be noted, that all is not 
witty that is laughable. For can there be anything 
so droll as a pantaloon? Yet it is for his face, his 
grimaces, his mimicry of mannerisms, his intonation, 
and in fact his general bearing, that he is laughed 
at. Humorous I am able to call him, but humorous 
for a low comedian, and not in the sense in which I 
would have an orator humorous. 

LXII. “ Accordingly this kind of wit, though rais- 
ing as much laughter as any, is not at all our kind: 
it caricatures peevishness, fanaticism, mistrust, pom- 
posity and folly, characters which are laughed at for 
their own sakes, masks which we do not put on, but 
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282 sustinere. Alterum genus est in imitatione admodum 
ridiculum, sed nobis furtim tantum uti licet, si quando, 
et cursim; aliter enim minime est liberale. Tertium, 
oris depravatio, non digna nobis. Quartum, obsce- 
nitas, non solum non foro digna, sed vix convivio 
liberorum.  Detractis igitur tot rebus ex hoc oratorio 
loco facetiae reliquae sunt, quae aut in re, ut ante 
divisi, positae videntur esse aut in verbo. Nam quod, 
quibuscumque verbis dixeris, facetum tamen est, re 
continetur; quod mutatis verbis salem amittit, in 
verbis habet leporem omnem. 

253 Ambigua sunt in primis acuta atque in verbo posita, 
non in re; sed non saepe magnum risum movent, 
magisque ut belle et litterate dicta laudantur: ut in 
illum Titium, qui, cum studiose pila luderet, et idem 
signa sacra noctu frangere putaretur, gregalesque, 
cum in Campum non venisset, requirerent, excusa- 
vit Vespa Terentius, quod eum ' bracchium fregisse,’ 
diceret ; ut illud Africani, quod est apud Lucilium : 


Quid Decius? Nuculam an confixum vis facere? inquit. 


Ut tuus amicus, Crasse, Granius, 'non esse sex- 
254 tantis. Et si quaeritis, is, qui appellatur dicax, hoc 


* Was it his own or a holy statue's ? 

> The commentators are at fault here, for want of the 
Lucilian context, 

* Was he worth less or far more? 
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252 attack. Another kind, quite comical, consists in 
mimicry, but this we may employ only by stealth, if 
at all, and but momentarily, as fuller use of it does 
not befit the well-bred. A third kind is grimacing, 
which is beneath our dignity. A fourth is indecency, 
not only degrading to a public speaker, but hardly 
sufferable at a gentlemen's dinner-party. When all 
these modes, then, are withheld from this branch 
of oratory, the residue of wit depends apparently 
either on the facts or on the language, in accordance 
with the distinction I have already drawn. For the 
joke which still remains witty, in whatever words it 
is couched, has its germ in the facts ; that which 
loses its pungency, as soon as it is differently worded, 

<-30Wes all its humour to the language. 

235- “The play upon equivocal words is particularly 
clever, and depends on language, not on facts; but 
it seldom raises any considerable laughter, being 
chiefly praised as evidence of elegant scholarship : 
take, for example, that hit at the notorious Titius, 
who was devoted to ball-play and also under sus- 
picion of mutilating the holy statues by night: 
when his associates missed him, as he had not come 
to the Playing Fields, Vespa Terentius apologized 
for his absence on the plea, 'He has broken an 
arm’: or again, take the words of Africanus, 
preserved in Lucilius, 


“What of Decius? Do you wish to have Nucula spitted?” 
said he. ^ ! 


Or you, Crassus, may take what your friend Granius 
254 said, ‘The man is not worth a farthing.'^ And, if 
you wish to know, the jester who deals in so-called 
'raillery ’ will chiefly shine in this kind of thing, 
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genere maxime excellet, sed risus movent alia 
maiores. Ambiguum per se ipsum probatur id qui- 
dem, ut ante dixi, vel maxime; ingeniosi enim 
videtur vim verbi in aliud atque ceteri accipiant, 
posse ducere; sed admirationem magis quam risum 
movet, nisi si quando incidit in aliud genus ridiculi, 
255 LXIII. Quae genera percurram equidem. Sed 
scitis esse notissimum ridiculi genus, cum aliud 
exspectamus, aliud dicitur. Hic nobismet ipsis 
noster error risum movet. Quod si admixtum est 
etiam ambiguum, fit salsius : ut apud Novium videtur 
esse misericors ille, qui iudicatum duci videns, per- 
contatur ita: ‘quanti addictus ?' ' Mille nummum.’ 
Si addidisset tantummodo: ‘ Ducas licet'; esset 
illud genus ridiculi praeter exspectationem, sed quia 
addidit: ' Nihil addo, ducas licet,' addito ambiguo, 
altero genere ridiculi, fuit, ut mihi quidem videtur, 
salsissimus. Hoc tum est venustissimum, cum in 
altercatione arripitur ab adversario verbum, et ex eo, 
ut a Catulo in Philippum, in eum ipsum aliquid, qui 
256 lacessivit, infligitur. Sed cum plura sint ambigui 
genera, de quibus est doctrina quaedam subtilior, 
attendere et aucupari verba oportebit : in quo, ut ea 


a The piquant equivocation must lurk in ‘nihil addo, 
which may mean, ‘I say no more,’ or (at an auction) ‘I bid 
no more.” 

> See the anecdote related supra, Book II, liv. 
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though other kinds raise louder laughter. Indeed 
the play upon words wins really vast applause on its 
own merits, as I said before, for the power to divert 
the force of a word into a sense quite different from 
that in which other folk understand it, seems to 
indicate a man of talent ; yet the jest arouses wonder 
rather than laughter, except when it also falls within 
some other category of the laughable. 

255 LXIII. “ These categories I will certainly run over. (2) The 
You know already, however, that the most familiar me m 
of these is exemplified when we are expecting to doxiay); 
hear a particular phrase, and something different is 
uttered. Inthis case our own mistake even makes us 
laugh ourselves. But, if there be also an admixture 
of equivocation, the jest is rendered more pungent : 
as, in that play of Novius, the man is apparently 
moved by compassion when, on seeing a condemned 
debtor taken away, he earnestly inquires the amount 
of the judgement. He is told,‘ A thousand sesterces.' 
Had he then gone on to say merely, ‘ You may take 
him away,’ his rejoinder would have belonged to the 
unexpected kind, but what he actually said was, ‘ No 
advance from me ; you may take him away,’ whereby 
he brought in an element of equivocation, a different 
category of the laughable, the result, in my opinion 
at any rate, being piquancy in perfection." This 
playing on words is most delightful when, during a 
wrangle, a word is snatched from an antagonist and 
used to hurl a shaft at the assailant himself, as was 

256 done by Catulus against Philippus.^ But since 
equivocation is of numerous kinds, and the teaching 
as to these is somewhat abstruse, we shall have to 
be watchful and lie in wait for the words: in this 
way, while avoiding the feebler retorts (for we must 
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quae sint frigidiora, vitemus (etenim cavendum est, 
ne arcessitum dictum putetur), permulta tamen acute 
dicemus. 

Alterum genus est, quod habet parvam verbi im- 
mutationem, quod in littera positum Graeci vocant 
mapovopaciav, ut ‘ Nobiliorem, mobiliorem’ Cato; 
aut, ut idem, cum cuidam dixisset: ' Eamus deam- 
bulatum ': et ille: ‘Quid opus fuit pe?’ ' Immo 
vero,’ inquit, ‘quid opus fuit te?’ aut eiusdem re- 
sponsio illa: ‘Si tu et adversus et aversus impudicus 
es. Etiam interpretatio nominis habet acumen, 
cum ad ridiculum convertas, quam ob rem ita quis 
vocetur; ut ego nuper Nummium divisorem, ut 
Neoptolemum ad Troiam, sic illum in Campo Martio 
nomen invenisse. Atque haec omnia verbo con- 
tinentur. 

LXIV. Saepe etiam versus facete interponitur, vel 
ut est, vel paululum immutatus, aut aliqua pars 
versus, ut Statius Scauro stomachanti: ex quo sunt 
nonnulli, qui tuam legem de civitate natam, Crasse, 
dicant : 

St, tacete, quid hoc clamoris ? quibus nec mater, nec pater, 
Tanta confidentia ? auferte istam enim superbiam. 


Nam in Caelio sane etiam ad causam utile fuit tuum 
illud, Antoni, cum ille à se pecuniam profectam 


e Fulvius Nobilior, consul in 189 s.c. Cato was evidently 
attributing to him a certain instability of character. 

è Pyrrhus, son of Achilles, received the name of Neoptole- 
mus, as being ‘a new-comer to the (Trojan) war.’ Caesar 
facetiously derives the name ‘Nummius’ from the coins 
(nummi) which its bearer had distributed, in the course of 
his duties as bribery agent at elections. 

* During the consulship of Crassus and Q. Mucius 
Scaevola in 95 s.c. the Lex Licinia Mucia de redigundis 
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see to it that our bon-mot be not thought forced), 
we shall still find ourselves delivering very many a 
pointed remark. 

“ Another category, which uses a slight change in (8) play 
spelling, the Greeks call ‘assonance, when the Pramas 
variation is in a letter or two; for example, one 
surnamed ‘ the Noble ' * was referred to by Cato as 
‘the Mobile,’ or again Cato said to a certain man, 

‘Let us go for a deambulation,’ and, on the other 
asking, ' What need of the “ de—? ",' Cato rejoined, 
* Nay, rather, what need of thee ?’ or take that other 
answer of the same Cato's, ' Whether you turn hither 

257 or thither, you are filthy.’ There is point also in the 
explanation of a name, when you make fun of the 
reason for a man being called as he is, as I said 
the other day of Nummius, the voters' paymaster, 
that he had found a name in the Election Field,® as 
Neoptolemus had done at Troy. Now all such jests 
hinge upon a word. 

LXIV. “ Often too a verse, or some part of one, is (4) quota- 
wittily introduced, either just as it stands or very Hor of i 
slightly varied, as when Statius quoted to an angry proverbs; 
Scaurus that passage from which, Crassus, some people 
would have it that your own Nationality Act* 
originated :— 

Hist! Silence! Why this din? Not overbold 
Should be the parentless! Have done with pride! 
Doubtless, too, in the affair of Caelius, that jest of 
yours, Antonius, helped your cause, when he gave 
evidence of having parted with money and, as he 
civibus was passed, apparently to prevent the usurpation of 
Roman civic rights by Latins and Italians. The lines cited 


seem to impute illegitimacy to the person or persons to 
whom they were addressed. 
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diceret testis et haberet filium delicatiorem, abeunte 
iam illo, 


Sentin senem esse tactum triginta minis ? 


258 In hoe genus coniciuntur proverbia, ut illud Sci- 
pionis, cum Asellus omnes provincias stipendia 
merentem se peragrasse gloriaretur, ‘ Agas asellum,’ 
et cetera. Quare ea quoque, quoniam mutatis verbis 
non possunt retinere eandem venustatem, non in re, 
sed in verbis posita ducantur. 

959 Est etiam in verbo positum non insulsum genus ex 
eo, cum ad verbum, non ad sententiam rem accipere 
videare : ex quo uno genere totus est Turon, mimus 
vetus, oppido ridiculus. Sed abeo a mimis; tantum 
genus huius ridiculi insigni aliqua et nota re notari 
volo. Est autem ex hoc genere illud, quod tu, Crasse, 
nuper ei, qui te rogasset, num tibi molestus esset 
futurus, si ad te bene ante lucem venisset: ' Tu 
vero,’ inquisti, ' molestus non eris.’ 'Iubebis igitur 
te,’ inquit, ‘suscitari?’ Et tu: ' Certe negaram te 

260 molestum futurum. Ex eodem hoc vetus illud est, 
quod aiunt Maluginensem illum Scipionem, cum 
ex centuria sua renuntiaret Acidinum consulem 
praecoque dixisset, ‘Dic de L. Manlio’; ' Virum 


e Antonius being prosecuted by Duronius on a charge of 
corrupt practices, Caelius perhaps testified that he supplied 
funds through his profligate son for use in bribery on behalf 
of Antonius, whose defence may have insinuated that the 
son obtained this money by a false pretence, and converted 
it to his own use. 

> Asellus is Latin for a little ass. The innuendo may be 
that the boasted travels of Ti. Claudius Asellus were solely 
attributable to compulsory military activity. The complete 
saw is plausibly said to have been Agas asellum ; cursum 
non docebitur. 
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had a rather voluptuous son, you remarked, on his 
leaving the witness-box, 


Seest thou the ancient, tapped for thirty pounds? ¢ 


208  " Old saws fall into this category, that for instance 
applied by Scipio, when Asellus was bragging that 
his military service had taken him all over every 
province ; whereupon Scipio quoted ' You may 
drive the ass's colt, and the rest of it.^ It follows 
moreover that such jests, since they must lose their 
charm directly the terms of expression are varied, 
should be regarded as depending on language, not 
on facts. 

259 “There is another kind of joke, depending upon (5 words 
language and quite humorous, which proceeds from te Tee 
your seeming to understand an expression literally, 
and not in the sense intended: The Guardian, 
an ancient and exceedingly droll farce, was entirely 
made up of this sort of thing. But no more of farces; 
I merely wish this type of laughing-matter to be 
illustrated by some prominent and familiar example. 
This too is the origin, Crassus, of your recent reply 
to the person who had asked you whether he 
would be a nuisance to you, if he were to visit you 
well before daylight: ‘No,’ you answered, ‘ you 
will not be a nuisance.’ Upon this he said, ‘ Then 
you will give orders to call you?’ And you re- 
Joined, ‘ Surely I said you would not be a nuisance.’ 

260 From this same source comes that old pleasantry 
attributed to the famous Scipio Maluginensis, when 
announcing the vote of his own division to be for 
Acidinus as consul; upon the crier demanding, 
* What of Lucius Manlius ? ' Scipio replied, ‘ I take 
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bonum, inquit, ' egregiumque civem esse arbitror.’ 
Ridicule etiam illud L. Nasica censori Catoni, cum 
ille: ‘Ex tui animi sententia tu uxorem habes?" 
‘Non hercule, inquit, ‘ex mei animi sententia.' 
Haec aut frigida sunt, aut tum salsa, cum aliud 
est exspectatum. Natura enim nos, ut ante dixi, 
noster delectat error: ex quo, cum quasi decepti 
sumus exspectatione, ridemus. 

261 LXV. In verbis etiam illa sunt, quae aut ex im- 
mutata oratione ducuntur, aut ex unius verbi trans- 
latione, aut ex inversione verborum. Ex immuta- 
tione, ut olim, Rusca cum legem ferret annalem, 
dissuasor M. Servilius : ‘ Dic mihi,’ inquit, ‘ M. Pinari, 
num, si contra te dixero, mihi male dicturus es, ut 

262 ceteris fecisti ?' ‘ Ut sementem feceris, ita metes, 
inquit. Ex translatione autem, ut, cum Scipio ille 
maior Corinthiis statuam pollicentibus eo loco, ubi 
aliorum essent imperatorum, ' turmales' dixit ' dis- 
plicere.' Invertuntur autem verba, ut, Crassus apud 
M. Perpernam iudicem pro Aculeone cum diceret, 
aderat contra Aculeonem Gratidiano L. Aelius 
Lamia, deformis, ut nostis; qui cum interpellaret 


* At the consular elections in the Comitia Centuriata, 
voting being by centuries, the choice of each century was 
reported to the presiding consul by its own spokesman. 
Scipio, acting as one of these spokesmen, thought it humorous 
wilfully to mistake the official question, as to his century's 
decision on the candidature of L. Manlius Acidinus, for an 
inquiry into his own personal opinion of the candidate. 

Bachelors were assessable to a special tax. It is related 
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him for an honest man and a capital fellow-citizen.' 4 
Laughable again was the response of Lucius Nasica 
to the interrogatory of Cato the censor, ' On your 
conscience, are you satisfied that you are a married 
man?’ ‘Married for certain,’ returned Nasica, ‘ but 
verily not to my entire satisfaction!’® Such jokes 
may fall flat, being humorous only when some 
different answer was expected. For, as I said before, 
our own mistake naturally diverts us, so that, when 
balked, as it were, of what we expected, we fall to 
laughing. 

261 LXV. "Jests dependent upon language further (6) allegory 
include such as are derived from allegory, from the aa 
figurative use of a single word, or from the ironical à 
inversion of verbal meanings. Allegory as a source 
was illustrated by Rusca long ago, in moving his 
Limit of Age Bill, when Marcus Servilius, an 
opponent of the measure, said to him, ' Tell me, 
Marcus Pinarius, if I speak against you, are you 
going to revile me as you have done the others?’ 

202 Rusca's reply was, ' You shall reap your sowing.' 
Figurative use of one word occurred, for example, 
when great Scipio the elder told the Corinthians, 
who were promising him a statue among those of 
the other commanders-in-chief, that ‘he had no 
liking for statues in troops.’ And meanings were 
ironically inverted when Crassus was representing 
Aculeo before Marcus Perperna as arbitrator, and 
Lucius Aelius Lamia, a cripple as you know, was for 
Gratidianus against Aculeo, and kept on interrupting 


that an unappreciative censor requited this untimely 
pleasantry with temporary disfranchisement of the joker. 
* Designed to fix a minimum age for candidates for any 
political office, 
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odiose : ' Audiamus,’ inquit, ‘pulchellum puerum,’ 
Crassus. Cum esset arrisum, ‘Non potui mihi,’ 
inquit Lamia, ' formam ipse fingere; ingenium potui.' 
Tum hic, ‘ Audiamus, inquit, ‘disertum.’ Multo 
etiam arrisum est vehementius. 

Sunt etiam illa venusta, ut in gravibus sententiis, 
sic in facetiis. Dixi enim dudum, materiam aliam esse 
ioci, aliam severitatis; gravium autem et iocorum 

263 unam esse rationem. Ornant igitur in primis orati- 
onem verba relata contrarie, quod idem genus saepe 
est etiam facetum, ut Servius ille Galba, cum iudices 
L. Scribonio tribuno plebis ferret familiares suos, et 
dixisset Libo, ‘Quando tandem, Galba, de triclinio 
tuoexibis?' ‘Cum tu,’ inquit, ‘de cubiculo alieno.’ 
A quo genere ne illud quidem plurimum distat, quod 
Glaucia Metello, * Villam in Tiburte habes, cortem in 
Palatio.' 

204 LXVI. Ac verborum quidem genera, quae essent 
faceta, dixisse me puto; rerum plura sunt, eaque 
magis, ut dixi ante, ridentur ; in quibus est narratio, 
res sane difficilis ; exprimenda enim sunt et ponenda 
ante oculos ea quae videantur et verisimilia, quod est 
proprium narrationis, et quae sint, quod ridiculi pro- 


* Sce Book II, lxi., supra. 

è Although authority is scanty, it seems that, in certain 
criminal proceedings, i: defendant had the right to propose 
a number of his judges, limited by a sufficient right of 
challenge and exclusion on the part of the prosecution. 

* Libo was his intending prosccutor on a charge of mis- 
government. 

4 Libo evidently had a reputation for gallantry, in the 
unenviable sense. 

* The two properties would normally adjoin each other. 
Glaucia seems to reflect upon the manners and morals of 
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vexatiously, until Crassus said, ' Let us hear the little 

beauty.’ When the laughter at this had subsided, 

Lamia retorted, ‘I could not mould my own bodily 

shape; my talents I could.’ Thereupon Crassus 

remarked, ' Let us hear the eloquent speaker.’ 

At this the laughter was far more uproarious. 

“ Such jests are delightful, whether the underlying (7 anti- 
thought be grave or gay. For I said before? that, Pesce er 
though the fields of jesting and austerity lie wide 
apart, yet the methods of seriousness and jesting 

263 are identical. So the opposition of verbal contra- 
dictories is one of the chief embellishments of diction, 
and this same device is often witty as well, as was 
shown by the well-known Servius Galba, when he 
was tendering to Lucius Scribonius, tribune of the 
commons, a list of his own cronies to serve on the 
tribunal? and Libo* had commented, ‘ Galba, 
whenever will you go outside your own dining- 
room?’ ‘As soon as ever you come away from 
other people's bedrooms’ was the reply.7 To this 
kind of pleasantry Glaucia's words to Metellus bear 
some resemblance: ‘ You have your ar lag 
at Tibur, your cattle-pen on the Palatine.' 

264 LXVI. “ And now I think I have had my say re- Wittiness 
garding the types of pleasantry which depend upon 0ga ° 
language. Those dependent upon facts are more Hi bi D 
numerous, and provoke heartier laughter, as I said y; vaviotles, 
before ; they include narrative, a really difficult sub- especiatly— 
ject. For it must describe, and present to the mind's 
eye, such things as bear the semblance of truth, this 
being the peculiar function of narrative, and such 
also as are a trifle unseemly, this being the peculiar 


the clients and hangers-on who thronged the town-house of 
Metellus. 
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prium est, subturpia: cuius exemplum, ut brevis- 
simum, sit sane illud, quod ante posui, Crassi de 
Memmio. Et ad hoc genus ascribamus etiam nar- 

265 rationes apologorum; trahitur etiam aliquid ex 
historia, ut, cum Sex. Titius se Cassandram esse 
diceret, ' Multos, inquit Antonius, ‘ possum tuos 
Aiaces Oileos nominare.’ 

Est etiam ex similitudine, quae aut collationem 
habet aut tanquam imaginem : collationem, ut ille 
Gallus olim testis in Pisonem, cum innumerabilem 
Magio praefecto pecuniam dixisset datam, idque 
Scaurus tenuitate Magii redargueret: ‘ Erras,’ 
inquit, ' Scaure ; ego enim Magium non conservasse 
dico, sed tanquam nudus nuces legeret, in ventre 
abstulisse’; ut ille M. Cicero senex, huius viri 
optimi, nostri familiaris, pater, nostros homines 
similes esse Syrorum venalium : ut quisque optime 
Graece sciret, ita esse nequissimum. 

266 Valde autem ridentur etiam imagines, quae fere in 
deformitatem, aut in aliquod vitium corporis du- 
cuntur cum similitudine turpioris : ut meum illud in 
Helvium Manciam ' Iam ostendam cuiusmodi sis’ ; 
cum ille ‘Ostende, quaeso, demonstravi digito 
pictum Gallum in Mariano scuto Cimbrico sub Novis, 


* See Book II, lix., supra. 

è He meant that his prophecies of public disasters at Rome 
had met with no more credit than those of Cassandra, King 
Priam's daughter, at Troy, though they had proved as con- 
sistently true. After the fall of Troy the prophetess was 
outraged by this Ajax. I follow Conington on Aeneid i. 46 
in RUE Oileos as a Greek genitive singular, not an accusa- 
tive plural. 

* The allegation is that the money has been squandered 
in self-indulgence, after being received by Magius on behalf 
of Piso, who is on trial for extortion. 
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function of joking ; as the shortest possible example 
of this you.may very well take Crassus's tale about 
Memmius,” which I cited before. To this class we 

265 may also refer the stories in the fables. Material is 
derived too from history, as when Sextus Titius was 
describing himself as a Cassandra," and Antonius 
commented, ‘I can name many who played Ajax, 
the son of Oileus, to your Cassandra.' 

“ Another source of such pleasantry is resemblance, comparison, 
involving either comparison or something like por- 
traiture. Comparison is illustrated by that Gallus, 
who once upon a time gave evidence against Piso 
that Piso's lieutenant Magius had received vast sums 
of money, which testimony Scaurus was for con- 
tradicting by proving the straitened circumstances of 
Magius, whereupon Gallus observed, ‘You are 
missing the point, Scaurus, for I do not assert that 
Magius still has this fund, but that he has tucked it 
away in his paunch, like a naked man who goes 
nutting.'^ To take another instance, the eminent 
Mareus Cicero the elder, father of the best man of 
our time, our own friend, said that our contemporaries 
were like the Syrian slave-market: ' the better know- 
ledge they had of Greeks, the more worthless were 
their respective characters.' 

266 “ Caricatures also provoke loud laughter: as a rule caricature, 
they are levelled against ugliness or some physical 
defect, and involve comparison with something a little 
unseemly ; an example was that remark of mine to 
Helvius Mancia, ‘I will now show what manner of 
man you are, to which he answered, ' Pray show 
me,' whereupon I pointed out with my finger a Gaul 
depicted on the Cimbrian shield of Marius,? which 


* A shield captured by Marius in the Gallic War, 101 s.c. 
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distortum, eiecta lingua, buccis fluentibus ; risus est 
commotus : nihil tam Manciae simile visum est; ut 
cum Tito Pinario mentum in dicendo intorquenti 
‘ tum ut diceret, si quid vellet, si nucem fregisset.' 

267 Etiam illa quae minuendi aut augendi causa ad 
incredibilem admirationem efferuntur: velut tu, 
Crasse, in concione, ‘ita sibi ipsum magnum videri 
Memmium ut in forum descendens caput ad for- 
nicem Fabii demitteret.’ Ex quo genere etiam 
illud est quod Scipio apud Numantiam, cum 
stomacharetur cum C. Metello, dixisse dicitur, 
‘si quintum pareret mater eius, asinum fuisse 
parituram.’ 

268  Arguta est etiam significatio cum parva re et 
saepe verbo res obscura et latens illustratur: ut, 
cum C. Fabricio P. Cornelius, homo, ut existima- 
batur, avarus et furax, sed egregie fortis, et bonus 
imperator, gratias ageret quod se homo inimicus 
consulem fecisset, bello praesertim magno et gravi : 
' Nihil est quo mihi gratias agas,' inquit, 'si malui 
compilari quam venire’; ut Asello Africanus, obi- 


* Standing on the north-eastern side of the Forum. 

* The triumphal arch commemorating the success of 
Fabius over the Allobroges was the loftiest so far erected in 
Rome. 

¢ Her four sons, of whom Gaius was the youngest, 
apparently exhibited, in order of seniority, a diminuendo of 
intelligence. 

4 Famous opponent of Pyrrhus and eminent type of the 
old Roman morality. 

* Better an extortionate magistrate than an incompetent 
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hung below the New Shops,” with the body twisted, 
the tongue protruding and the cheeks baggy : this 
raised laughter, for nothing so like Mancia was ever 
seen. Another instance was my telling Titus 
Pinarius, who kept twisting his chin when he was 
speaking, that the time for his observations, if he 
wished to say anything, would come when he had 
finished cracking his nut. 

207  " Then again thereare those intentional understate- under-": 
ments or overstatements which are exaggerated to *'stement, 
a degree of the astonishing that passes belief, such 
as your own assertion, Crassus, made in a speech 
before a public assembly, that Memmius thought 
himself so exalted an individual that, on his way 
down into the Market Place, he lowered his head in 
order to pass under the Arch of Fabius.’ To this 
category also belongs the taunt said to have been 
uttered by Scipio at Numantia, when he was in a rage 
with Gaius Metellus, that ' if the mother of Metellus 
should bear a fifth time, she would be found to have 
borne an ass.’ ° 

208 “And a clever hint may be dropped when some hard 
and unintelligible saying is illuminated by some small 
detail, often by a word, as when Publius Cornelius, 
regarded as a covetous and dishonest man, but con- 
spicuously brave and a competent military com- 
mander, thanked Gaius Fabricius ? for having (though 
no friend of his) procured his election as consul, and 
that too in the course of an important and trouble- 
some war. ‘No need to thank me,’ replied the 
other, ‘ for choosing to be plundered rather than sold 
into bondage.'^ Compare with this the retort of 
general, who would probably lead his followers to defeat, 
capture and the ancient fate of prisoners of war. 
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cienti lustrum illud infelix, ‘ Noli,’ inquit, ‘ mirari ; is 
enim qui te ex aerariis exemit lustrum condidit et 
taurum immolavit.’ [Tanta suspicio est ut religione 
civitatem  obstrinxisse videatur Mummius quod 
Asellum ignominia levarit.] 

LXVII. Urbana etiam dissimulatio est, cum alia 
dicuntur ac sentias, non illo genere de quo ante dixi, 
cum contraria dicas, ut Lamiae Crassus, sed cum 
ioto genere orationis severe ludas, cum aliter sen- 
tias ac loquare : ut noster Scaevola Septumuleio illi 
Anagnino, cui pro C. Gracchi capite erat aurum 
repensum, roganti ut se in Asiam praefectum duceret, 
‘ Quid tibi vis,’ inquit, ‘insane ? tanta malorum est 
multitudo civium ut tibi ego hoc confirmem, si Romae 
manseris, te paucis annis ad maximas pecunias esse 


270 venturum.' In hoc genere Fannius in Annalibus suis 


271 


Africanum hunc Aemilianum dicit fuisse egregium et 
Graeco eum verbo appellat <ipwva: sed, uti ferunt 
qui melius haec norunt, Socratem opinor in hac ironia 
dissimulantiaque longe lepore et humanitate omnibus 
praestitisse. Genus est perelegans et cum gravitate 
salsum, cumque oratoriis dictionibus tum urbanis 
sermonibus accommodatum. Et hercule omnia haec 
quae a me de facetiis disputantur non maiora foren- 
sium actionum quam omnium sermonum condimenta 


* Africanus, as censor, in reciting the valedictory prayers 
at the census, had taken a serious liberty with the ritual text. 

* Africanus, as censor, had degraded Asellus to the class 
of voteless taxpayers, but his colleague Mummius had refused 
his necessary concurrence, and had thereby restored the 
status quo of Asellus. Africanus suggests that this action of 
Mummius left a taint upon the community. 

* 'The bracketed passage is commonly regarded as a gloss. 

d See Book II, lxv., supra. 
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Africanus, when Asellus taxed him with that unfor- 
tunate purification of his.^ ' Do not be surprised,' 
said Africanus, ' for he who delivered you from dis- 
franchisement completed the purification by sacrifi- 
cing the bull.'^ [So strong is mistrust that Mummius 
is thought to have laid the community under a re- 
ligious obligation by having relieved Asellus from 
degradation.] ° 

269 LXVII. “Irony too gives pleasure, when your words irony, 
differ from your thoughts, not in the way of which I 
spoke earlier, when you assert exactly the contradic- 
tory, as Crassus did to Lamia,? but when the whole 
tenor of your speech shows you to be solemnly jesting, 
what you think differing continuously from what you 
say ; as our friend Scaevola observed to the notorious 
Septumuleius of Anagnia (to whom its weight in gold 
had been paid for the head of Gaius Gracchus), when 
he prayed to be taken into Asia as his lieutenant, 
‘ Madman, said Scaevola, ‘ what would you have ? 
There is such a host of wicked citizens in Rome that 
I guarantee you, if you remain there, the attainment, 

270 within a few years, of enormous wealth. Fannius in 
his ‘ Chronicles ' records that Africanus (the one 
named Aemilianus) was outstanding in this kind of 
thing, and describes him by the Greek word ‘ dis- 
sembler,' but, upon the evidence of those who know 
these subjects better than I do, my opinion is that 
Socrates far surpassed all others for accomplished wit 
in this strain of irony or assumed simplicity. This is 
a choice variety of humour and blended with aus- 
terity, and suited to public speaking as well as to 

271 the conversation of gentlemen. And I vow that all 
this discourse of mine concerning types of pleasantry 
is as excellent sauce for general talk as for legal 
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sunt. Nam sicut quod apud Catonem est—qui multa 
rettulit, ex quibusa me exempli causa multa ponun- 
tur—per mihi scitum videtur, C. Publicium solitum 
dicere, ‘ P. Mummium cuivis tempori hominem esse.’ 
Sie profecto res se habet nullum ut sit vitae tempus 
in quo non deceat leporem humanitatemque versari. 
Sed redeo ad cetera. 

27:2 Est huic finitimum dissimulationi cum honesto 
verbo vitiosa res appellatur: ut cum Africanus 
censor tribu movebat eum centurionem qui in Pauli 
pugna non adfuerat, cum ille se custodiae causa 
diceret in castris remansisse quaereretque cur ab eo 
notaretur, ‘Non amo; inquit, ' nimium diligentes.’ 

273 Acutum etiam illud est cum ex alterius oratione 
aliud excipias atque ille vult ; ut Salinatori Maximus 
cum Tarento amisso arcem tamen Livius retinuis- 
set multaque ex ea proelia praeclara fecisset, cum 
aliquot post annos Maximus id oppidum recepisset, 
rogaretque eum Salinator ut meminisset opera sua se 
Tarentum recepisse ; ‘Quidni,’ inquit, ‘meminerim? 
nunquam ego recepissem nisi tu perdidisses.' 

274 Sunt etiam illa subabsurda, sed eo ipso nomine 
saepe ridicula, non solum mimis perapposita, sed 
etiam quodammodo nobis : 


a The victory over Perseus at Pydna in 168 s.c. 

* Quintus Fabius Maximus. 

* Marcus Livius Salinator, this cognomen being probably 
& mistake of Cicero's for Macatus. 
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advocacy. For that phrase of Cato, who has re- 
corded many such, several of which I cite in illustra- 
tion, seems to me thoroughly fine, where he says 
that Gaius Publicius was fond of describing Publius 
Mummius as ‘a man for any occasion whatever.’ 
So certain is it, in the present connexion, that there 
is no occasion in life on which accomplished wit may 
not fittingly be displayed. But I return to what 
remains for my notice. 

272  '' A jest very closely resembles this ironical type 
when something disgraceful is called by an honour- 
able epithet, as happened when Africanus as censor 
removed from his tribe that centurion who failed to 
appear at the battle ^ fought under Paulus, though 
the defaulter pleaded that he had stayed in camp on 
guard, and sought to know why he was degraded by 
the censor : ' Iam no lover of the over-cautious,' was 

273 the answer of Africanus. "There is point too in taking 
some part of another's words in a sense differing from 
that which he intended, as Maximus è did with 
Salinator € when, after the loss of Tarentum, Livius 
had nevertheless held the citadel, and made a number 
of brilliant sallies from it, and Fabius, several years 
later, recaptured the town itself, whereupon Livius 
begged him to remember that the recapture of 
Tarentum had been due to his own achievement. 
‘ To be sure, I shall remember that,’ rejoined Fabius. 
‘I could never have recaptured the place had you not 
lost it.’ 

274 “Then there are jokes which are somewhat absurd, <arcical 
but for that very reason often comical, and which jests, 
are appropriate not only to actors in farce, but 
also in some degree to us orators: examples of 
these are : 
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. . . Homo fatuus 
Postquam rem habere coepit est emortuus. 


Et 
. « « Quid est tibi 
Ista mulier ? — Uxor. — Similis me dius fidius. 


Et 


Quamdiu ad aquas fuit, nunquam est emortuus. 


LXVIII. Genus hoc levius, et, ut dixi, mimicum, 
sed habet nonnunquam aliquid etiam apud nos loci, 
ut vel non stultus quasi stulte cum sale dicat aliquid : 
ut tibi, Antoni, Mancia, cum audisset te censorem a 
M. Duronio de ambitu postulatum, ‘ Aliquando,’ 

275 inquit, ‘tibi tuum negotium agere licebit. Valde 
haec ridentur, et hercule omnia, quae a prudentibus 
[quasi] per dissimulationem [non intellegendi] sub- 
absurde salseque dicuntur. Ex quo genere est etiam 
non videri intellegere quod intellegas ; ut Pontidius, 
* Qualem existimas qui in adulterio deprehenditur ?’ 
— Tardum.’ Ut ego, qui in delectu, Metello, 
cum excusationem oculorum a me non acciperet et 

276 dixisset, ' Tu igitur nihil vides ? '—' Ego vero,’ in- 
quam, ‘a porta Esquilina video villam tuam.' Ut 
illud Nasicae, qui cum ad poetam Ennium venisset 
eique ab ostio quaerenti Ennium ancilla dixisset 


o Apparently a warning that luxury and avarice are likely 
to engender disease. 

> The innuendo seems to be, ‘If you two are not married, 
you ought to be.’ 

° Perhaps a hint to ‘let well alone.’ Compare the epitaph 
to be read sixty years ago in a Devon churchyard : 


* Here lies I and my two daughters, 
All through drinking the Cheltenham waters ; 
If we'd have stuck to Epsom salts, 
We'd never have come to these here vaults.’ 
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The silly man, 
As soon as he was growing rich he died.* 


Or 


And what to thee 
Is yonder dame ?—My wife !—Like one, Faith help me! è 


Also 


As long as at the waters he remained, 
He never died.* 


LXVIII. “ A jest of this sort is rather trivial, and, assumed 
as I said, fit for farces, but now and then even we *mplicity, 
orators find room for one of them, with the result that 
even a man who is no fool says something in the 
manner of a fool, but not without humour, as Mancia 
did to yourself, Antonius, on hearing that you were 
being prosecuted by Marcus Duronius for corrupt 
practices during your censorship ; ‘ At last,’ said he, 
‘you will be able to attend to business of your own.’ 

275 These jokes provoke hearty laughter, and so most as- 
suredly does everything that is said ironically by the. 
wise, and somewhat absurdly, but not without humour. 
Another jest from this class is pretending not to 
understand what you understand perfectly, as when 
Pontidius, being asked his opinion of the man who is 
taken in adultery, replied : ‘ He is a slowcoach,’ or as 
when, at a muster of troops, Metellus rejected the 
excuse I pleaded of weak eyesight, and said to me, 

276 ‘ Can you then see nothing ? ', and I replied ‘ On the 
contrary, I can see your country-mansion from the 
Esquiline Gate.’ Another instance was that re- 
joinder of Nasica’s: he had called upon the poet 
Ennius and, when he inquired for him at his front- 


4 Said to be a reflection on the ostentatious size and 
splendour of the mansion. 


407 


CICERO 


domi non esse, Nasica sensit illam domini iussu 
dixisse et illum intus esse ; paucis post diebus cum 
ad Nasicam venisset Ennius et eum a ianua quaereret, 
exclamat Nasica se domi non esse; tum Ennius: 
“Quid? ego non cognosco vocem, inquit, ‘tuam?’ 
Hic Nasica: ‘Homo es impudens. Ego cum te 
quaererem, ancillae tuae credidi te domi non esse; 
tu mihi non credis ipsi ? ' 

277 Est bellum illud quoque ex quo is qui dixit irride- 
tur in eo ipso genere quo dixit : ut, cum Q. Opimius 
consularis, qui adolescentulus male audisset, festivo 
homini Egilio, qui videretur mollior nec esset, dixis- 
set, ' Quid tu, Egilia mea ? quando ad me venis cum 
tua colu et lana? '—' Non pol,’ inquit, ‘ audeo, nam 
me ad famosas vetuit mater accedere.’ 

278 LXIX. Salsa sunt etiam quae habent suspicionem 
ridiculi absconditam, quo in genere est Siculi illud, 
cui cum familiaris quidam quereretur quod diceret 
uxorem suam suspendisse se de ficu, ' amabo te,’ 
inquit, ‘da mihi ex ista arbore quos seram surculos.’ 
In eodem genere est quod Catulus dixit cuidam 
oratori malo: qui cum in epilogo misericordiam se 
movisse putaret, postquam assedit, rogavit hunc 


videreturne misericordiam movisse; ‘ac magnam qui- 
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door, had been told by the housemaid that her master 
was not at home, which reply Nasica perceived to 
have been given by the master's order, he being in 
fact in the house. A few days later Ennius called at 
Nasica's, and asked for him at the entrance, where- 
upon Nasica called out that he was not at home. 
* What ? ', cries Ennius, ' Do I not know your voice ? ' 
To which Nasica rejoined, ' You are a shameless 
fellow ; when I asked for you, I believed your maid 
when she said you were not at home ; do you not 


believe me when I tell you the same thing at first. 


hand ? ' 

“It is delightful too when a jester is requited in the 
identical vein in which he himself bantered, as when 
Quintus Opimius, a past consul, but of bad repute in 
his early manhood, said to a wit named Egilius, who 
looked rather effeminate but was not so in fact, ‘ Well 
now, my dear Egilia, when are you coming to visit me 
with your distaff and wool?’ ‘ Really I dare not 
come,' replied the other, ' for mother told me never 
to go near women of ill fame.' 

LXIX. '' Other witticisms are those that suggest 
a joke that is not quite on the surface ; to this group 
belongs the quip of the Sicilian to whom a friend 
was lamenting because, as he told him, his wife had 
hanged herself from a fig-tree, and who replied, 
“Do please let me have some cuttings from that 
tree of yours to plant.’ In the same group is the 
remark made by Catulus to a poor speaker who, 
after resuming his seat with the impression that his 
concluding remarks had aroused the audience's pity, 
inquired of Catulus whether he thought he had 
been successful in arousing pity; 'Oh yes, and 
plenty of it, was the reply, 'for I can't imagine 
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dem,’ inquit, ‘neminem enim puto esse tam durum 
279 cui non oratio tua miseranda visa sit.’ Me quidem 
hercule valde illa movent stomachosa et quasi sub- 
morosa ridicula—non cum a moroso dicuntur ; tum 
enim non sal sed natura ridetur; in quo, ut mihi 
videtur, persalsum illud est apud Novium : 
* Quid ploras, pater ?’ 
* Mirum ni cantem ! condemnatus sum.’ 
Huic generi quasi contrarium est ridiculi genus 
patientis ac lenti, ut, cum Cato percussus esset ab 
eo qui arcam ferebat, cum ille diceret, ‘Cave!’ 
280 rogavit numquid aliud ferret praeter arcam. Est 
etiam stultitiae salsa reprehensio, ut ille Siculus, 
cui praetor Scipio patronum causae dabat hospitem 
suum, hominem nobilem, sed admodum stultum : 
‘ Quaeso, inquit, ‘ praetor, adversario meo da istum 
patronum, deinde mihi neminem dederis. Movent 
illa etiam quae coniectura explanantur longe aliter 
atque sunt sed acute atque concinne: ut, cum 
Scaurus accusaret Rutilium ambitus cum ipse con- 
sul esset factus, ille repulsam tulisset, et in eius 
tabulis ostenderet litteras A. F. P. R. idque diceret 
esse ' AcruM FIDE P. Rurun, Rutilius autem ' ANTE 
FACTUM, POST RELATUM, C. Canius eques Romanus, 
cum Rufo adesset, exclamavit! neutrum illis litteris 


Rackham: exclamat. 


a No Scipio is known to us to have been praetor in Sicily. 

ò Apparently the presiding magistrate assigned such 
assistance to a litigant who was a provincial and presumably 
ignorant of Roman law. 
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anybody could be so hard-hearted as not to have 

279 thought your speech a pitiable performance.' For 
my own part I vow I am also much amused by those 
pettish and rather ill-tempered jests—but not when 
they. are spoken by an ill-tempered person, for then 
it is not his wit but his character that we laugh at; 
and this point to my mind is very neatly put in the 
lines in Novius : 


* Sire, why dost thou lament ? ' 
* "T were strange did I not sing, who am under sentence!’ 


A kind of jest that is just the opposite of this is the 
tolerant and gentle sort—for example, Cato's when 
he had been jostled by a man carrying a box, who 
said ‘ Look out,’ and he asked ‘ What, are you carry- 
280 ing something else beside that box?’ There is also 
a neat way of reproving folly, for instance the remark 
of the Sicilian to whom Scipio when praetor was 
assigning as counsel in a law-suit his host, a person 
of position but rather stupid: ' Pray, Mr. Praetor, 
assign that gentleman as counsel ? to my opponent, 
and then I will not ask you to assign any counsel to 
me.' Also effective are conjectural explanations of 
a document that are completely at variance with 
the real meaning but are cleverly and wittily put : 
as for instance, in the prosecution of Rutilius by 
Scaurus on the charge of corrupt practices in the 
election to the consulship which Scaurus himself had 
won and Rutilius had lost, when Scaurus called atten- 
tion to the entry A.F.P.R. in Rutilius's election 
accounts, and said that they stood for ' Acting for 
Pubilius Rutilius, whereas Rutilius said they meant 
* Allocated formerly, posted up recently,' Sir Gaius 
Canius, who appeared for Rufus, called out that both 
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declarari; ‘Quid ergo?’ inquit Scaurus; 'Ae- 
milius fecit, plectitur Rutilius.’ 

281 LXX. Ridentur etiam discrepantia. ' Quid huic 
abest nisi res et virtus ?' Bella etiam est familiaris 
reprehensio quasi errantis; ut cum obiurgavit 
Albium Granius quod, cum eius tabulis quiddam ab 
Albucio probatum videretur, et valde absoluto Scae- 
vola gauderet neque intellegeret contra suas tabulas 

282 esse iudicatum. Huic similis est etiam admonitio in 
consilio dando familiaris, ut, cum patrono malo 
cum vocem in dicendo obtudisset suadebat Granius 
ut mulsum frigidum biberet simul ac domum re- 
disset, ‘ Perdam,' inquit, ‘vocem, si id fecero’; 

283 ' Melius est, inquit, ‘quam reum.' Bellum etiam 
est cum quid cuique sit consentaneum dicitur; ut, 
cum Scaurus nonnullam haberet invidiam ex eo quod 
Phrygionis Pompei locupletis hominis bona sine 
testamento possederat, sederetque advocatus reo 
Bestiae, cum funus quoddam duceretur, accusator 
C. Memmius: ‘ Vide,’ inquit, 'Scaure, mortuus 

284 rapitur, si potes esse possessor.’ Sed ex his omnibus 
nihil magis ridetur quam quod est praeter exspecta- 
tionem, cuius innumerabilia sunt exempla, vel Appii 
maioris illius, qui in senatu cum ageretur de agris 


? Probably the grandfather of Cicero's enemy P. Clodius. 
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these interpretations of the initials were wrong. 
‘What do they mean then?’ said Scaurus. ‘Aemilius 
filched. Punish Rutilius.’ 

281 LXX. “A laugh is also scored by sentences that do unexpected 
not hang together : ‘ What does this gentleman lack *'rns, 
—except cash and character?’ Another pretty turn 
is a friendly criticism of an implied mistake, as when 
Granius reproved Albius because, when Albucius was 
held to have proved a statement on the evidence 
of Albius's accounts, Albius was not only much de- 
lighted by Scaevola’s acquittal but actually failed to 
see that a verdict had been given against his own 

282 accounts. Also similar to this is giving a friendly 
hint by way of advice: for instance, when Granius 
was recommending an incompetent advocate who in 
the course of a speech had talked himself hoarse to 
have a drink of chilled wine and honey as soon as he 
got home, he answered ' If I do that, I shall ruin my 
voice,’ and Granius retorted ' Better ruin your voice 

283 than ruin your client.' It is also a neat turn to point 
out what goes with anybody's individual character- 
istics ; as for instance, when Scaurus was somewhat 
under a cloud for having taken possession of the 
estate of a wealthy person named Pompeius Phrygio 
who had died intestate, and was appearing in court 
as an assessor on behalf of a defendant named Bestia, 
a funeral happened to pass by, and Gaius Memmius 
who was for the prosecution said, ‘ Look, Scaurus, 
there's a dead man being bundled out of the way—if 

284 only you can get possession.’ But of all these devices 
nothing causes more amusement than an unexpected 
turn, of which there are countless instances—for 
example, the remark of old Appius senior? who 
when there was a debate in the Senate about the 
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publicis et de lege Thoria et premeretur Lucilius 
ab eis qui a pecore eius depasci agros publicos 
dicerent, ‘Non est,’ inquit, ' Lucilii pecus illud ; 
erratis ' — defendere Lucilium videbatur — ' ego 

285liberum puto esse: qua libet pascitur.' Placet 
etiam mihi illud Scipionis illius qui Tib. Gracchum 
perculit : cum ei M. Flaccus multis probris obiectis 
P. Mucium iudicem tulisset, ‘ Eiero,’ inquit, ‘ iniquus 
est’; cum esset admurmuratum, ' Ah, inquit, 
‘P. C., non ego mihi illum iniquum eiero, verum 
omnibus.’ Ab hoc vero Crasso nihil facetius : cum 
laesisset testis Silus Pisonem quod se in eum audisse 
dixisset, ‘ Potest fieri,' inquit, ‘Sile, ut is unde te 
audisse dicis, iratus dixerit.’ Annuit Silus. ‘Potest 
etiam, ut tu non recte intellexeris. Id quoque toto 
capite annuit, ut se Crasso daret. ' Potest etiam 
fieri, inquit, ' ut omnino, quod te audisse dicis, nun- 
quam audieris. Hoc ita praeter exspectationem 
accidit ut testem omnium risus obrueret. Huius 
generis est plenus Novius, cuius iocus est familiaris 
' Sapiens si algebis, tremes.’ Et alia permulta. 

286 LXXI. Saepe etiam facete concedas adversario id 


a Presumably the poet, cf. § 25. 
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lands in public ownership and the Lex Thoria, and 
Lucilius? was being attacked by members who asserted 
that his herd was being grazed on the lands in ques- 
tion, said ‘ No, that herd does not belong to Lucilius ; 
you are making a mistake —this sounded as if he 
were speaking in Lucilius's defence—' My own view 
is that it is a herd that's got free—it grazes freely 

285 where it pleases.’ I also like the remark of the 
Scipio who made away with Tiberius Gracchus: 
when Marcus Flaccus after a great many damaging 
objections had been made had carried Publius Mucius 
as a member of the jury, Scipio said ' I challenge 
him on oath: he is prejudiced!’; at this there was 
a murmur, but Scipio continued, ' Ah, gentlemen, 
I don't challenge him as prejudiced against myself, 
but as prejudiced against everybody.' From this 
point of view however nothing could be wittier than 
the remark of Crassus: serious damage had been 
done to the case of a certain Piso by a witness named 
Silus, who had said that he had heard something 
against him ; ‘ It may be the case, Silus,' said Crassus, 
*that the person whose remark you say you heard 
was speaking in anger.’ Silus nodded assent. ‘ It 
is also possible that you misunderstood him.’ To 
this also Silus nodded very emphatic assent, so 
putting himself into Crassus’s hands. ‘ It is also 
possible,’ he continued, ‘that what you say you 
heard, you never really heard at all.’ This was so 
entirely unexpected a turn that the witness was 
overwhelmed by a burst of laughter from the whole 
court. Novius is full of quips of this sort : everyone 
knows his jape, ‘ Even a philosopher like you, if he is . 
cold, will shiver,’ and a great many more. 

286 LXXI. “Also you may often humorously yield to personal 

N 415 retorts, 
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ipsum quod tibi ille detrahit: ut C. Laelius, cum ei 
quidam malo genere natus diceret indignum esse suis 
maioribus, ‘ At hercule, inquit, ‘tu tuis dignus.' 
Saepe etiam sententiose ridicula dicuntur, ut M. 
Cincius, quo die legem de donis et muneribus tulit, 
cum C. Cento prodisset et satis contumeliose 
‘Quid fers, Cinciole ?' quaesisset, ‘ Ut emas,' in- 
287 quit, ' Gai, si uti velis.’ Saepe etiam salse quae fieri 
non possunt optantur: ut M. Lepidus, cum ceteris 
in campo exercentibus in herba ipse recubisset : 
' Vellem hoc esset, inquit, ‘ laborare.’ Salsum est 
etiam quaerentibus et quasi percontantibus, lente 
respondere quod nolint: ut censor Lepidus cum 
M. Antistio Pyrgensi equum ademisset, amicique 
cum vociferarentur et quaererent quid ille patri suo 
responderet cur ademptum sibi equum diceret cum 
optimus colonus, parcissimus, modestissimus, frugalis- 
simus esset: ' Me istorum, inquit, ' nihil credere.’ 
288 Colliguntur a Graecis alia nonnulla, exsecrationes, 
admirationes, minationes, sed haec ipsa nimis mihi 
videor in multa genera descripsisse ; nam illa quae 
verbi ratione et vi continentur certa fere ac definita 
sunt. quae plerumque, ut ante dixi, laudari magis 
289 quam rideri solent; haec autcm quae sunt in re ipsa 


a The praenomen, like a Christian name, has a note of 
familiarity which might be complimentary, but here is con- 
temptuous, and is a retort to the diminutive Cinciole, which 
also has a touch of contempt, as has the question Quid fers ? 
which suggests * What do you offer for sale?' — ^ $254. 
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your opponent the very point that he is trying to 
make against you: for instance Gaius Laelius, when 
some low-born person told him he was not worthy of 
his ancestors, retorted ‘ But you are worthy of yours, 
I swear you are!’ Also jests at the other's expense 
are often expressed in an epigrammatic form: for 
instance, on the day when Marcus Cincius carried a 
bill dealing with gifts and presentations, Gaius Cento 
came forward and asked in a rather insulting manner, 
‘What are you putting forward, my good Cincius ? ' 
And Cincius replied ‘ That if you want to use a thing, 
287 Gaius,* you should pay for it!’ Also it is often 
witty to wish for things that are impossible : as, for 
instance, when Marcus Lepidus was sprawling on the 
grass himself while everybody else was doing exer- 
cises in the field, he said ‘J wish that hard work 
were what J am doing.’ Also when people ask you 
something and keep on repeating the question it is 
witty gently to give the very reply they don’t want : 
for example when the censor Lepidus had taken a 
horse from Marcus Antistius of Pyrgi and Antistius’s 
friends made an outcry and kept asking him what 
answer he should give his father to explain why his 
horse had been taken away from him, a first-class 
farmer, and an extremely economical and moderate 
and thrifty person, he said his answer would be ' I 
288 don’t accept any of that!’ The Greeks include some 
other varieties, execration, astonishment, threats, 
but I feel I have overdone my classification of these 
witticisms already ; for the notions contained in the 
meaning and force of a word are usually clear and 
definite, and most of them, as I said before, usually 
289 excite more applause than ridicule ; whereas the 
points comprised in the actual fact and meaning, 
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et sententia partibus sunt innumerabilia, generibus 
pauca ; exspectationibus enim decipiendis et naturis 
aliorum irridendis [ipsorum ridicule indicandis]' et 
similitudine turpioris et dissimulatione et subabsurda 
dicendo et stulta reprehendendo risus moventur, ita- 
que imbuendus est is qui iocose volet dicere quasi 
natura quadam apta ad haec genera et moribus, ut 
ad cuiusque modi genus ridiculi vultus etiam accom- 
modetur ; qui quidem quo severior est et tristior, ut 
in te, Crasse, hoc illa quae dicuntur salsiora videri 
solent. 

290 Sed iam tu, Antoni, qui hoc deversorio sermonis mei 
libenter acquieturum te esse dixisti, tanquam in 
Pomptinum deverteris, neque amoenum neque salu- 
brem locum, censeo ut satis diu te putes requiesse et 
iter reliquum conficere pergas. 

Ego vero, atque hilare quidem a te acceptus, 
inquit, et cum doctior per te, tum etiam audacior 
factus iam ad iocandum ; non enim vereor ne quis 
me in isto genere leviorem iam putet, quoniam qui- 
dem tu Fabricios mihi auctores, et Africanos, Maxi- 

291 mos, Catones, Lepidos protulisti. Sed habetis ea 
quae vultis ex me audire, de quibus quidem accura- 
tius dicendum et cogitandum fuit: nam cetera 
faciliora sunt, atque ex eis quae dicta sunt reliqua 


1 secl, Wilkins. 
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though falling into innumerable divisions, only be- 
long to a few main classes; what excites laughter 
is disappointing expectations and ridiculing other 
people's characters and imitating a baser person 
and dissembling and saying things that are rather 
silly and criticizing points that are foolish, and con- 
sequently a person who wants to speak humorously 
must be equipped with a disposition and character 
that is suited to artifices of this kind, so that even his 
expression of countenance may be adapted to each 
kind of variety of the ridiculous ; and indeed the 
sterner and gloomier a man's expression is, as in 
your case, Crassus, the more humorous as a rule his 
remarks are considered. 

290 “Well, Antonius, you said you would be glad of a 
rest at this house of entertainment, which is what 
my discourse is, but you must imagine the resort you 
have visited to be in the Pomptine marshes, not a 
very agreeable or very salubrious locality, so I advise 
you to decide that you have had a sufficient rest and 
to push on to complete the remainder of your 
journey.” 

“ Yes, I will, and that after being amusingly enter- Antonius 
tained by you, and having, thanks to you, become (from $216) 
not only a better scholar but also a more reckless 35to — 
jester; for now I'm not afraid of anybody thinking pase da 
me too frivolous in that line, inasmuch as you have mu 
supplied me with such authorities as Fabricius, and points of 

291 also Africanus, Maximus, Cato and Lepidus. But 59". 
now you have got the points you wanted to hear opponents’. 
from me, points which did in fact require more careful 
statement and consideration, inasmuch as all the 
others are easier, and the points that remain all 
spring directly out of those that have been put. 
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nascuntur omnia. LXXII. Ego enim cum ad causam 
sum aggressus atque omnia cogitando quoad facere 
potui persecutus, cum et argumenta causae et eos 
locos quibus animi iudicum conciliantur et illos quibus 
permoventur vidi atque cognovi, tum constituo quid 
habeat causa quaeque boni, quid mali; nulla enim 
fere potest res in dicendi disceptationem aut contro- 
versiam vocari quae non habeat utrumque, sed 
292 quantum habeat id refert; mea autem ratio in 
dicendo haec esse solet, ut boni quod habeat id 
amplectar, exornem, exaggerem, ibi commorer, ibi 
habitem, ibi haeream, a malo autem vitioque causae 
ita recedam non ut me id fugere appareat sed ut 
totum bono illo ornando et augendo dissimulatum 
obruatur; et, si causa est in argumentis, firmissima 
quaequc maxime tueor, sive plura sunt sive aliquod 
unum ; sin autem in conciliatione aut in permotione 
causa est, ad eam me potissimum partem quae 
maxime movere animos hominum potest confero. 
293 Summa denique huius generis haec est, ut si in 
refellendo adversario firmior esse oratio quam in 
confirmandis nostris rebus potest, omnia in illum 
tela conferam, sin nostra probari facilius quam illa 
redargui possunt, abducere animos a contraria de- 
294 fensione et ad nostram coner! deducere. Duo denique 
illa quac facillima videntur, quoniam quae difficiliora 


1 Rackham : conor. 
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LXXII. For my part when I am launched on a case 
and have to the best of my ability passed all the facts 
under consideration, having discerned and ascer- 
tained the arguments that belong to the case and 
also the topics calculated to win the favour of the 
court and those adapted to arouse its emotions, I 
then decide what are the good and what the bad 
points in the case of each of the parties, as it is almost 
impossible for any matter to be brought under dis- 
cussion or dispute which does not contain both—the 
thing that matters is hom much of them it contains ; 
292 but my own method in a speech usually is to take 
the good points of my case and elaborate these, em- 
bellishing and enlarging and lingering and dwelling 
on and sticking to them, while any bad part or weak- 
ness in my case I leave on one side, not in such a 
manner as to give the appearance of running away 
from it but so as to disguise it and entirely cover it 
up by embellishing and amplifying the good point 
referred to; and if the case is one that turns on 
arguments, I maintain all the strongest among them 
in the fullest measure, whether they are several or 
only one, or if it is a matter of winning favour or 
arousing feeling, I concentrate particularly on the 
part of the case that is most capable of influencing 
293 men's minds. In short, the chief thing in a case of 
this kind is, if my speech can be stronger in refuting 
our opponent than in proving our own points, for me 
to concentrate all my shafts upon him, but if on the 
contrary our points can be more easily proved than 
his can be refuted, to aim at drawing off their atten- 
tion from our opponent's defence and directing it to 
294 our own. Finally there are two lines that appear 
extremely easy—as the more difficult ones are beyond 
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sunt non possum, mihi pro meo iure sumo : unum ut 
molesto aut difficili argumento aut loco nonnunquam 
omnino nihil respondeam, quod forsitan aliquis iure 
irriserit—quis enim est qui id facere non possit ? 
sed tamen ego de mea nunc, non de aliorum facultate 
disputo, confiteorque me si quae premat res vehe- 
mentius ita cedere solere ut non modo non abiecto, 
sed ne reiecto quidem scuto fugere videar, sed ad- 
hibere quamdam in dicendo speciem atque pompam 
et pugnae similem fugam; consistere vero in meo 
praesidio sic ut non fugiendi hostis sed capiendi loci 
295 causa cessisse videar; alterum est illud quod ego 
maxime oratori cavendum et providendum puto 
quodque me sollicitare summe solet: non tam ut 
prosim causis elaborare soleo quam ut ne quid 
obsim ; non quin enitendum sit in utroque, sed 
tamen multo est turpius oratori nocuisse videri causae 
quam non profuisse. LXXIII. Sed quid hoc loco vos 
inter vos, Catule? An haec ut sunt contemnenda 
contemnitis ? 
Minime, inquit ille, sed Caesar de isto ipso quiddam 
velle dicere videbatur. 
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my power—which I adopt as being entitled to do so: 
one is that, when I encounter a troublesome or diffi- 
cult argument or topic, occasionally I make no reply 
to it at all: a method on which somebody will per- 
haps justly pour ridicule—for who is there who would 
not be capable of adopting it ? but all the same it is 
my own capacity and not that of other people which 
I am now discussing, and I frankly confess that I 
make it a practice, if some matter presses rather too 
forcibly upon me, to retire, but in such a manner as 
not to look as if I were running away even with my 
shield slung behind my back, much less after throw- 
ing it away, but to exhibit a certain seemliness and 
dignity in my delivery, and to execute a retreat 
that looks like a fight ; and when I come to a halt 
to stand on my guard in such a manner as to appear 
to have given ground for the sake of taking up a 
certain position, not for the sake of escaping the 
95 enemy ; the other line is one which I for my part 
think a speaker should only adopt with very great 
caution and preparation, and which regularly causes 
me an extreme amount of trouble: my practice is 
not to devote my efforts to further the advancement 
of my cases but to avoid doing them any damage; 
not but what it is proper to use every effort in 
achieving both, but it is much more damaging to a 
speaker's reputation to be deemed to have done harm 
to his case than not to be thought to have advanced 
it. LXXIII. But what are you whispering among 
yourselves at this point, Catulus? Do you despise 
these things as they deserve to be despised ? " 

" By no means," he said, “ but we thought that 
Caesar wanted to say something on just the point 
you are treating." 
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Me vero libente, inquit Antonius, dixerit sive 
refellendi causa sive quaerendi. 

296 Tum Iulius: Ego mehercule, inquit, Antoni, 
semper is fui qui de te oratore sic praedicarem, unum 
te in dicendo mihi videri tectissimum, propriumque 
hoc esse laudis tuae, nihil a te unquam esse dictum 
quod obesset ei pro quo diceres; idque memoria 
teneo, cum mihi sermo cum hoc ipso Crasso multis 
audientibus esset institutus Crassusque plurimis 
verbis eloquentiam laudaret tuam, dixisse me cum 
ceteris tuis laudibus hanc esse vel maximam, quod 
non solum quod opus esset diceres sed etiam 

297 quod non opus esset non diceres: tum illum mihi 
respondere memini, cetera in te summe esse lau- 
danda, illud vero improbi esse hominis et perfidiosi, 
dicere quod alienum esset et noceret ei pro quo quis- 
que diceret ; quare non sibi eum disertum qui id non 
faceret videri sed improbum, qui faceret. Nunc, si 
tibi videtur, Antoni, demonstres velim quare tu hoc 
ita magnum putes, nihil in causa mali facere, ut nihil 
tibi in oratore maius esse videatur. 

298 LXXIV. Dicam equidem, Caesar, inquit, quid 
intellegam, sed et tu, et vos omnes hoc, inquit, 
mementote, non me de perfecti oratoris divinitate 
quadam loqui sed de exercitationis et consuetudinis 
meae mediocritate. Crassi quidem responsum excel- 
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* Oh, as for me," said Antonius, '' I should be de- 
lighted for him to speak, whether with the object 
of refuting me or of asking me a question." 

296 “ For my own part, Antonius," rejoined Julius, “ I 
declare I have always taken the line of maintaining, 
in regard to your powers as a speaker, that in my 
view you were quite exceptionally guarded in your 
utterances, and that it was your special distinction 
that nothing had ever fallen from you that would 
damage the client you were defending ; and I clearly 
remember that when I was engaged in a debate with 
Crassus here, before a large audience, and Crassus 
extolled your eloquence at great length, what I said 
was that together with all your other claims to dis- 
tinction the greatest one was that you not only said 
the proper thing but also avoided saying what was 

297 not the proper thing; and thereupon I remember 
Crassus rejoining that while all your other qualities 
were most deserving of praise, to say something 
untoward and damaging to one’s client showed com- 
plete lack of principle and of loyalty, and consequently 
he did not consider a man to be a good speaker if 
he did not do so but an unprincipled person if he did. 
At this point, Antonius, if agreeable to you, I should 
like you to explain for what reason you put so high 
a value on this avoidance of doing any damage to 
one’s case that you think it to be a speaker’s most 
important qualification.” 

298 LXXIV. “I will tell you what my own view is, 
Caesar," he said, “ but I must request you and all 
the rest of the company to bear in mind that I am 
not speaking of the inspired genius of a consummate 
orator but of the moderate level attained by practice 
and habituation in my own case. The answer given 
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lentis cuiusdam est ingeni ac singularis ; cui quidem 
portenti simile esse visum est posse aliquem inveniri 
oratorem qui aliquid mali faceret dicendo obessetque 
299 ei quem defenderet ; facit enim de se coniecturam, 
cuius tanta vis ingeni est ut neminem nisi consulto 
putet quod contra se ipsum sit dicere ; sed ego non 
de praestanti quadam et eximia sed prope de vulgari 
et communi vi nunc disputo. Ita apud Graecos 
fertur incredibili quadam magnitudine consili atque 
ingeni Atheniensis ille fuisse Themistocles ; ad quem 
quidam doctus homo atque in primis eruditus ac- 
cessisse dicitur eique artem memoriae, quae tum 
primum proferebatur, pollicitus esse se traditurum ; 
cum ille quaesisset quidnam illa ars efficere posset, 
dixisse illum doctorem ut omnia meminisset; et 
ei Themistoclem respondisse gratius sibi illum esse 
facturum si se oblivisci quae vellet quam si 
300 meminisse docuisset. Videsne quae vis in homine 
acerrimi ingeni, quam potens et quanta mens fuerit ? 
qui ita responderit ut intellegere possemus nihil ex 
illius animo quod semel esset infusum unquam 
effluere potuisse, cum quidem ei fuerit optabilius 
oblivisci posse potius quod meminisse nollet quam 
quod semel audisset vidissetve meminisse. Sed 
neque propter hoc Themistocli responsum memoriae 
nobis opera danda non est neque illa mea cautio et 
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by Crassus is of course the verdict of a quite out- 
standing and unrivalled intellect—of course he deems 
it miraculous that any speaker could be found whose 
oratory would actually damage and prejudice the 
299 case of his client. This is because he judges from 
himself, being a person of such a strong intellect 
that he cannot imagine anybody saying anything to 
his own detriment, unless he did so on purpose. But 
I am not at the moment talking about some out- 
standing and exceptional ability but about ordinary 
average capacity. For instance, we are told that the 
famous Athenian Themistocles was endowed with 
wisdom and genius on a scale quite surpassing belief ; 
and it is said that a certain learned and highly accom- 
plished person went to him and offered to impart to 
him the science of mnemonics, which was then being 
introduced for the first time ; and that when Themis- 
tocles asked what precise result that science was 
capable of achieving, the professor asserted that it 
would enable him to remember everything ; and 
Themistocles replied that he would be doing him a 
greater kindness if he taught him to forget what he 
300 wanted than if he taught him to remember. Do 
you observe what mental force and penetration the 
man possessed, what power and range of intellect ? 
inasmuch as his answer brings home to us that 
nothing that had once been introduced into his mind 
had ever been able to pass out of it, inasmuch as he 
would rather have been able to forget something that 
he did not wish to remember than to remember 
everything that he had once heard or seen. But this 
reply of Themistocles must not cause us to neglect 
the training of the memory, and the exceptional 
intellectual powers of Crassus must not make us 
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timiditas in causis propter praestantem prudentiam 
Crassi neglegenda est; uterque enim istorum non 
mihi attulit aliquam sed suam significavit faculta- 

301 tem. Etenim permulta sunt in causis in omni parte 
orationis circumspicienda ne quid offendas, ne quo 
irruas: saepe aliqui testis aut non laedit aut minus 
laedit nisi lacessatur; orat reus, urgent advocati ut 
invehamur, ut maledicamus, denique ut interroge- 
mus: non moveor, non obtempero, non satisfacio— 
neque tamen ullam assequor laudem, homines enim 
imperiti facilius quod stulte dixeris reprehendere 

302 quam quod sapienter tacueris laudare possunt. Hic 
quantum fit mali si iratum, si non stultum, si non 
levem testem laeseris! Habet enim et voluntatem 
nocendi in iracundia et vim in ingenio et pondus in 
vita. Nec, si hoc Crassus non committit, ideo non 
multi et saepe committunt; quo quidem mihi turpius 
videri nihil solet quam quod ex oratoris dicto aliquo 
aut responso aut rogato sermo ille sequitur: ' Oc- 
cidit.’ 'Adversariumne?' ‘Immo vero,’ aiunt, ‘se 

303 et eum quem defendit. LXXV. Hoc Crassus non 
putat nisi perfidia accidere posse, ego autem saepis- 
sime video in causis aliquid mali facere homines 
minime malos. Quid, illud quod supra dixi, solere 
me cedere, et, ut planius dicam, fugere ea quae 
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ignore the caution and nervousness in pleading a 
case that I assigned to myself; for neither Themis- 
tocles nor Crassus attributed any competence to me, 

301 but indicated competence of their own. The fact is Precaution 
that in actions at law there are a great many precau- anes 
tions that you have to take in every part of your one’s own 
speech so as not to make a slip and run your head ^"* 
against some obstacle: frequently a witness does no 
damage, or less damage, if he is not challenged ; the 
defendant implores us and his supporters urge us to 
attack him, to abuse him, and finally to cross-examine 
him, but I pay no attention, I won't give way to them 
or oblige them—though all the same I do not get 
any praise for this, as ill-informed persons are more 
capable of criticizing one's foolish assertions than 

302 one's wise omissions. In this department, how much 
harm is done if you fall foul of a witness who has lost 
his temper, and is no fool, and a person of considera- 
tion! His anger supplies him with the wish to injure 
you, his ability with the power to do so, and his past 
record with influence. And even if Crassus does not 
make this mistake, it does not follow that it is not 
made by many people and frequently ; and for my 
part I always think nothing more disgraceful than 
when some statement or reply or question made by 
a speaker is followed by the remark * He's done for 
it!’ ' Done for his opponent?’ ‘Ohno,’ they say, 

303 ' done for himself and his client. LXXV. Crassus 
holds the view that this can only happen through 
treachery, but I myself quite often see definite harm 
done in law-suits by persons who are not in the least 
malicious. Come, in regard to what I said previously, 
that I make a practice of giving way on, or to put 
it more plainly running away from, points that tell 
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valde causam meam premerent, cum id non faciunt 
alii versanturque in hostium castris ac sua praesidia 
dimittunt, mediocriterne causis nocent cum aut 
adversariorum adiumenta confirmant aut ea quae 
sanare nequeunt exulcerant? Quid, cum personarum 
quas defendunt rationem non habent, si quae sunt in 
eis invidiosa non mitigant extenuando sed laudando 
et efferendo invidiosiora faciunt, quantum est in eo 
tandem mali? Quid, si in homines caros iudicibusque 
iucundos sine ulla praemunitione orationis acerbius 
et contumeliosius invehare, nonne a te iudices 
abalienes? Quid, si quae vitia aut incommoda 
sunt in aliquo iudice uno aut pluribus, ea tu in 
adversariis exprobrando non intellegas te in iudices 
invehi, mediocrene peccatum est? Quid, si cum 
pro altero dicas, litem tuam facias aut laesus 
efferare iracundia, causam relinquas, nihilne noceas ? 
In quo ego non quo libenter male audiam sed quia 
causam non libenter relinquo nimium patiens et 
lentus existimor ; ut cum te ipsum, Sulpici, obiur- 
gabam quod ministratorem peteres, non adversarium ; 
ex quo etiam illud assequor, ut si quis mihi maledicat 


306 petulans aut plane insanus esse videatur. In ipsis 


autem argumentis si quid posueris aut aperte falsum 
aut ei quod dixeris dicturusve sis contrarium aut 
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heavily against my case: well, when other people 
do not do this, and roam about inside the enemy's 
camp and disband their own forces, is the damage 
they do to their cases inconsiderable—when they 
either strengthen their opponents' supports or aggra- 
304 vate sores which they are unable to heal? Come, 
when they take no account of the characters of the 
people they are defending, if they do not mitigate 
any unpopular traits in them by minimizing their 
importance but increase their unpopularity by prais- 
ing and parading them, how much harm pray is there 
in this? Come, if without any preparatory forti- 
fication of your position you deliver a rather bitter 
and insulting attack on persons held in esteem and 
popular with the court, do you not set the bench 
305 against you? Come, if you taunt your opponents 
with vices or failings that are present in one or in 
several of the judges without realizing that you are 
delivering an attack on the bench, is it a trifling 
mistake that you have committed ? Come, if when 
speaking on behalf of a client you make yourself 
morally responsible, or when provoked lose your 
temper and let yourself go, losing sight of your case, 
are you not doing any harm? This is a matter in 
which I myself am considered too tolerant and gentle, 
not because I like being abused but because I do not 
like abandoning my case—for instance, when I 
taunted you yourself, Sulpicius, for attacking your 
assistant and not your opponent ; and this method 
also secures me the result that if somebody abuses 
me, he appears to be making a wanton attack, or 
306 else to be quite off his head. "Then if your actual 
arguments include something that is obviously un- 
true, or inconsistent with what you have said or are 
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genere ipso remotum ab usu iudiciorum ac foro, 
nihilne noceas? Quid multa? Omnis cura mea 
solet in hoc versari semper—dicam enim saepius— 
si possim, ut boni efficiam aliquid dicendo, sin id 
minus, ut certe ne quid mali. 

307 LXXVI. Itaque nunc illuc redeo, Catule, in quo 
tu me paulo ante laudabas, ad ordinem collocationem- 
que rerum ac locorum; cuius ratio est duplex, 
altera quam affert natura causarum, altera quae 
oratorum iudicio et prudentia comparatur: nam ut 
aliquid ante rem dicamus, deinde ut rem exponamus, 
post ut eam probemus nostris praesidiis! confirmandis, 
contrariis refutandis, deinde ut concludamus atque 

308 ita peroremus, hoc dicendi natura ipsa praescribit; ut 
vero statuamus ea quae probandi et docendi causa 
dicenda sunt quemadmodum componamus, id est vel 
maxime proprium oratoris prudentiae. Multa enim 
occurrunt argumenta, multa, quae in dicendo pro- 
futura videantur; sed eorum partim ita levia sunt 
ut contemnenda sint, partim, etiam si quid habent 
adiumenti, sunt nonnunquam eiusmodi ut insit in eis 
aliquid viti, neque tanti sit illud quod prodesse 

309 videatur ut cum aliquo malo coniungatur; quae 
autem utilia sunt atque firma, si ea tamen, ut saepe 
fit, valde multa sunt, ea quae ex eis aut levissima 

1 [praesidiis] Vassis. 
432 


DE ORATORE, II. Ixxv. 306—Ixxvi. 309 


going to say, or intrinsically out of keeping with the 
practice of the courts and with public life, would you 
be doing no harm? In short, the whole of my efforts 
are always regularly devoted to this—for I will go 
on repeating it—if possible to do some good by speak- 
ing, or if that is not possible, at all events not to 
do any harm. 

307 LXXVI. “ Accordingly I now return to the point Arrange- 
in respect of which, Catulus, you were praising me peus 
just now, the question of the order and arrangement 
of one's facts and topics. In respect of this there are 
two rules of procedure, one arising from the nature 
of the cases and the other contributed by the discre- 
tion and the wisdom of the speakers: for to make 
some prefatory remarks, then to set out our case, 
afterwards to prove it by establishing our own points 
with arguments in their favour and refuting our 
adversary's points, then to wind up our case and so 
to come to our conclusion—this is the procedure 

308 enjoined by the very nature of oratory ; but to decide 
how to arrange the statements that have to be made 
for the purpose of establishing and explaining our 
case—that is in the highest degree a task for pro- 
fessional skill. For many arguments occur to us, and 
many considerations that appear likely to be of use 
to us in speaking ; but some of these are so un- 
important as not to deserve notice, and some, even 
if they offer some amount of assistance, are occasion- 
ally of such a nature that they contain some flaw and 
that the amount of assistance they seem to provide 
is not of such value as to be used in conjunction with 

309 a definitely detrimental point ; while if nevertheless, 
as frequently happens, there are numerous advan- 
tages and strong arguments, in my judgement those 
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sunt aut aliis gravioribus consimilia, secerni arbitror 
oportere atque ex oratione removeri: equidem 
cum colligo argumenta causarum, non tam ea 
310 numerare soleo quam expendere. LXXVII. Et 
quoniam, quod saepe iam dixi, tribus rebus homines 
ad nostram sententiam perducimus, aut docendo aut 
conciliando aut permovendo, una ex tribus his rebus 
res prae nobis est ferenda, ut nihil aliud nisi docere 
velle videamur, reliquae duae, sicuti sanguis in 
corporibus, sic illae in perpetuis orationibus fusae 
esse debebunt. Nam et principia et ceterae partes 
orationis, de quibus paulo post pauca dicemus, 
habere hanc vim magnopere debent, ut ad eorum 
mentes apud quos agetur movendas pertinere 
911 possint; sed his partibus orationis quae, et si nihil 
docent argumentando, persuadendo tamen et com- 
movendo proficiunt plurimum, quanquam maxime 
proprius est locus et in exordiendo et in perorando, 
digredi tamen ab eo quod proposueris atque agas 
permovendorum animorum causa saepe utile est ; 
312 itaque vel re narrata et exposita saepe datur ad 
commovendos animos digrediendi locus, vel argu- 
mentis nostris confirmatis vel contrariis refutatis vel 
utroque loco vel omnibus, si habet eam causa 
dignitatem atque copiam, recte id fieri potest ; 
eaeque causae sunt ad augendum et ad ornandum 


a $8 326, 333. 
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among them that are the least weighty or that closely 
resemble others that are weightier ought to be dis- 
carded and left out of the speech: in my own case 
when I am collecting arguments for my cases I make 
it my practice not so much to count them as to weigh 
310 them. LXXVII. And because (as I have repeatedly 
said already) there are three methods of bringing 
people to hold our opinion, instruction or persuasion 
or appeal to their emotions, one of these three 
methods we must openly display, so as to appear to 
wish solely to impart instruction, whereas the two re- 
maining methods should be interfused throughout the 
whole of the structure of our speeches like the blood 
in our bodies. For as for the exordium and the other 
divisions of a speech, about which we shall make a 
few remarks a little later," it is essential that they 
should have the power of being able to exert this 
311 influence in stirring the minds of the audience ; but pisces for 
in regard to the portions of a speech that in spite of appeals to 
proving no point by means of argument, nevertheless É 
have a very great effect in persuading and arousing 
emotion, although the most appropriate place for 
them is in the introduction and the conclusion, never- 
theless it is often useful to digress from the subject 
one has put forward and is dealing with, for the pur- 
312 pose of arousing emotion; and accordingly very 
often either a place is given to a digression devoted to 
exciting emotion after we have related the facts and 
stated our case, or this can rightly be done after we 
have established our own arguments or refuted those 
of our opponents, or in both places, or in all the parts 
of the speech, if the case is one of this importance and 
extent; and the cases that are the weightiest and 
fullest for amplification and embellishment are those 
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gravissimae atque plenissimae quae plurimos exitus 
dant ad eiusmodi digressionem, ut eis locis uti liceat 
quibus animorum impetus eorum qui audiunt aut 
313 impellantur aut reflectantur. Atque etiam in illo 
reprehendo eos qui quae minime firma sunt ea 
prima collocant ; in quo illos quoque errare arbitror 
qui, si quando—id quod mihi nunquam placuit—plures 
adhibent patronos, ut in quoque eorum minimum 
putant esse, ita eum primum volunt dicere : res enim 
hoc postulat, ut eorum exspectationi qui audiunt 
quam celerrime succurratur; cui si initio satisfactum 
non sit, multo plus sit in reliqua causa laborandum, 
male enim se res habet quae non statim ut dici 
314 coepta est melior fieri videtur. Ergo ut in oratore 
optimus quisque, sic in oratione firmissimum quod- 
que sit primum, dum illud tamen in utroque tene- 
atur, ut ea quae excellent serventur etiam ad 
perorandum si quae erunt mediocria—nam vitiosis 
nusquam esse oportet locum—in mediam turbam 
315 atque in gregem coniciantur. Hisce omnibus rebus 
consideratis tum denique id quod primum est dicen- 
dum postremum soleo cogitare, quo utar exordio ; 
nam si quando id primum invenire volui, nullum mihi 
occurrit nisi aut exile aut nugatorium aut vulgare 
aut commune. LXXVIII. Principia autem dicendi 
semper cum accurata et acuta et instructa sententiis, 
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that give the greatest number of openings for a 
digression of this kind, so allowing the employment 
of the topics which either stimulate or curb the 

313 emotions of the audience. And in regard to arrange- strongest 
ment I also censure the people who place their Points 
weakest points first; and I think a mistake is also come first; 
made in this respect by those who on occasions when 
they have several supporters to bring forward—a 
thing which I have never approved of doing—ask the 
particular one among them whom they think least 
influential to speak first ; for the situation demands 
that the anticipation of the audience should be grati- 
fied as quickly as possible, and if it is not satisfied at 
the start, a great deal more work has to be put in 
during the remainder of the proceedings, for a case 
is in a bad way which does not seem to become 

314 stronger as soon as it begins to be stated. Con- 
sequently as in the choice of speaker the best man 
on each occasion should come first, so in arrangement 
of the speech the strongest point should come first, 
provided nevertheless that in both cases the rule be 
kept to reserve one’s outstanding resources to the 
actual peroration, while collecting into a general 
medley in the middle any points of moderate import- 
ance—bad points must not be given a place any- 

315 where. Well, not till I have attended to all these tactful 
matters, then finally my practice is to consider last introduc 
of all the thing that has to come first in the speech— — ' 
what introduction to employ : for whenever I have 
chosen to begin by ascertaining this, nothing has 
occurred to me that was not either bald or trifling or 
hackneyed or undistinctive. LXXVIII. But one's 
opening remarks, though they should always be care- 
fully framed and pointed and epigrammatic and 
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apta verbis, tum vero causarum propria esse debent ; 
prima est enim quasi cognitio et commendatio ora- 
tionis in principio, quaeque continuo eum qui audit 
316 permulcere atque allicere debet. In quo admirari 
soleo non equidem istos qui nullam huic rei operam 
dederunt, sed hominem in primis disertum atque 
eruditum, Philippum, qui ita solet surgere ad dicen- 
dum ut quod primum verbum habiturus sit nesciat; et 
ait idem, cum brachium concalefecerit, tum se solere 
pugnare; neque attendit eos ipsos unde hoc simile 
ducat primas illas hastas ita iactare leniter ut et 
venustati vel maxime serviant et reliquis viribus suis 
317 consulant. Neque est dubium quin exordium di- 
cendi vehemens et pugnax non saepe esse debeat, sed 
si in ipso illo gladiatorio vitae certamine quo ferro 
decernitur tamen ante congressum multa fiunt quae 
non ad vulnus sed ad speciem valere videatur, quanto 
hoc magis in oratione est spectandum, in qua non vis 
potius quam delectatio postulatur! Nihil est denique 
in natura rerum omnium quod se universum pro- 
fundat et! totum repente evolvat—sic omnia quae 
fiunt quaeque aguntur acerrime lenioribus principiis 
318 natura ipsa praetexuit. Haec autem in dicendo non 
extrinsecus alicunde quaerenda sed ex ipsis visceribus 
causae sumenda sunt ; idcirco tota causa pertemptata 
2 Kayser : et quod. 
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suitably expressed, must at the same time be appro- 
priate to the case in hand ; for the opening passage 
contains the first impression and the introduction of 
the speech, and this ought to charm and attract the 
316 hearer straight away. This is a point in respect of 
which I am constantly surprised, not indeed at people 
who have given no attention to oratory, but at Philip, 
a person of outstanding and accomplished eloquence, 
whose habit it is to get up to make a speech without 
knowing what is to be the first word he will utter ; 
what he says about it is that his way is to warm up 
his biceps first and then start fighting—not observing 
that even the professionals from whom he derives 
this metaphor when throwing the spear deliver their 
first throws gently, so as to make their movements 
as graceful as possible and also to economize the re- 
317 mainder of their strength. Nor is there any doubt 
that the opening passage of a speech ought not as a 
rule to be of a forcible, fighting character; but if in 
an actual fight to the death between gladiators, where 
the decision is made by the steel, nevertheless before 
closing a number of strokes are made that seem not 
to be intended to inflict a wound but to be done for 
the sake of appearance, how much more proper is it 
for this to be taken into consideration in making a 
speech, where what is asked for is not so much force 
as entertainment! In conclusion, nothing exists in 
the physical universe that emerges as a whole and 
develops completely all in a moment: so true is it 
that all processes and actions of extreme rapidity 
have been provided by Nature herself with more 
318 gentle commencements. But the opening passage in 
a speech must not be drawn from some outside source 
but from the very heart of the case; consequently 
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atque perspecta, locis omnibus inventis atque instructis 
319 considerandum est quo principio sit utendum. Sic ut! 
facile reperientur—sumentur enim ex eis rebus quae 
erunt uberrimae vel in argumentis vel in eis partibus 
ad quas dixi digredi saepe oportere—ita momenti 
aliquid afferent, cum erunt paene ex intima defen- 
sione deprompta et apparebit ea non modo non esse 
communia nec in alias causas posse transferri sed 
penitus ex ea causa quae tum? agatur effloruisse. 
320 LXXIX. Omne autem principium. aut rei totius 
quae agetur significationem habere debebit aut 
aditum ad causam et communitionem aut quoddam 
ornamentum et dignitatem; sed oportet, ut aedibus 
ac templis vestibula et aditus, sic causis principia pro 
portione rerum praeponere ; itaque in parvis atque 
infrequentibus causis ab ipsa re est exordiri saepe 
321 commodius ; sed cum erit utendum principio, quod 
plerumque erit, aut ex reo aut ex adversario aut ex 
re aut ex eis apud quos agetur sententias duci licebit. 
Ex reo—reos appello quorum res est—quae signifi- 
cent bonum virum, quae liberalem, quae calamitosum, 


1 Warmington; et. 2 tum om. edd. 
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our case must first be thoroughly considered and ex- 
amined as a whole, and all our topics thought out 
and arranged, before we consider what opening to 
319 employ. In this way just as openings will be easily 
discovered—for they will be taken from the subjects 
that will prove most fertile either in the argumenta- 
tive passages or in the digressions upon which I said 
we must frequently enter—, so also they will con- 
tribute an element of movement, as they will be 
taken from almost the most essential part of the 
defence, and it will be felt not merely that they are 
not generalities and capable of being transferred into 
another case, but that they are essentially the natural 
outcome of the case under consideration. LXXIX. 
320 Every introduction will have to contain either a 
statement of the whole of the matter that is to be 
put forward, or an approach to the case and a prepara- 
tion of the ground, or else to possess some element 
of ornament and dignity ; but the opening passage 
put at the beginning of a case should be in due propor- 
tion to the importance of the facts, just as a forecourt 
or an entrance should be properly proportioned to 
the mansion or temple to which it belongs; and 
consequently in petty cases and ones not attracting 
much attention it is often more suitable to start 
321 straight away with the actual charge ; whereas when 
it is proper to employ a formal opening, as will mostly 
be the case, it will be possible to draw subjects either 
from one’s client or from one’s opponent or from the 
charge or from the members of the court before 
whom it is to be brought. Points drawn from one’s 
client—by clients I mean the persons concerned in 
the matter—are considerations showing him to be a 
man of high character, a gentleman, a victim of mis- 
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quae misericordia dignum, quae valeant contra falsam 
criminationem ; ex adversario eisdem ex locis fere 
392 contraria ; ex re, si crudelis, si nefanda, si praeter 
opinionem, si immerito, si misera, si ingrata, si in- 
digna, si nova, si quae restitui sanarique non possit ; 
ex eis autem apud quos agetur, ut benevolos beneque 
existimantes efficiamus, quod agendo efficitur melius 
quam rogando. Est id quidem in totam orationem 
eonfundendum nec minime in extremam ; sed tamen 
323 multa principia ex eo genere gignuntur. Nam et 
attentum monent Graeci ut principio faciamus iu- 
dicem et docilem, quae sunt utilia, sed non prin- 
cipii magis propria quam reliquarum partium ; 
faciliora etiam in principiis, quod et attenti tum 
maxime sunt cum omnia exspectant et dociles magis 
in initiis esse possunt; illustriora enim sunt quae 
in principiis quam quae in mediis causis dieuntur aut 
324 arguendo aut refellendo. Maximam autem copiam 
principiorum ad iudicem aut alliciendum aut inci- 
tandum ex eis locis trahemus qui ad motus animorum 
conficiendos inerunt in causa, quos tamen totos 
explicare in principio non oportebit, sed tantum 
impelli iudicem primo leviter, ut iam inclinato re- 


325 liqua incumbat oratio. LXXX. Connexum autem 
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fortune deserving of compassion, and any facts that 
will tell against a false charge ; from one’s opponent, 
more or less the contrary assertions derived from the 
322 same topics; from the matter charged, in case it 
is cruel or outrageous or improbable or undeserved 
or pitiable or showing ingratitude or unworthy or un- 
precedented or not admitting of compensation or 
remedy ; from the members of the court, considera- 
tions designed to make them favourable and well- 
disposed towards us, which is better achieved by 
developing our case than by making a request for 
goodwill. Conciliation of the audience must indeed 
permeate the whole of the speech, and especially the 
peroration, but nevertheless this class of considera- 
tion does supply a great many modes of opening. 
323 For the Greeks advise us to use the opening passage narration of 
for securing the attention of the judge and making Stances; 
him receptive, and these are valuable things, though 
they do not belong more to the introduction than to 
the other parts of aspeech ; moreover they are easier 
in the introduction, because the audience are most 
attentive when they have the whole of the speech to 
look forward to, and also they are more receptive at 
the start, for statements made at the beginning, 
whether aimed at proof or at refutation, stand out 
clearer than those made in the middle of a case. 
324 But we shall derive our greatest supply ‘of openings 
designed either to conciliate or to stimulate the judge 
from topics contained in the case that are calculated 
to produce emotions, though it will not be proper to 
develop these fully at the start, but only to give a 
slight preliminary impulsion to the judge, so that the 
remainder of our speech may find him already biassed 
325 in our direction. LXXX. But the opening passage 
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ita sit principium consequenti orationi ut non tam- 
quam citharoedi prooemium affictum aliquid sed co- 
haerens cum omni corpore membrum esse videatur. 
Nam non nulli, cum illud meditati ediderunt, 
sic ad reliqua transeunt ut audientiam fieri sibi non 
velle videantur. Atque eiusmodi illa prolusio debet 
esse, non ut Samnitium, qui vibrant hastas ante pug- 
nam quibus in pugnando nihil utuntur, sed ut ipsis 
sententiis quibus proluserint vel pugnare possint. 

326 Narrare vero rem quod breviter iubent, si brevitas 
appellanda est cum verbum nullum redundat, brevis 
est L. Crassi oratio; sin tum est brevitas cum 
tantum verborum est quantum necesse est, aliquando 
id opus est, sed saepe obest vel maxime in narrando, 
non solum quod obscuritatem affert sed etiam quod 
eam virtutem quae narrationis est maxima, ut 
iucunda et ad persuadendum accommodata sit, tollit. 
Videant illa 


nam is postquam excessit ex ephebis . . e 


327 quam longa est narratio! Mores adolescentis ipsius 
et servilis percontatio, mors Chrysidis, vultus et 
forma et lamentatio sororis, reliqua pervarie iucun- 
deque narrantur. Quodsi hanc brevitatem quae- 
sisset : 
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444 


DE ORATORE, II. lxxx. 325-327 


should be so closely connected with the speech that 
follows as to appear to be not an appendage, like 
the prelude to a piece of music, but an integral 
part of the whole structure. For some musicians 
play their prelude after due practice, but pass on 
to the remainder of the work in such a manner 
as to seem not really to want to be listened to. 
Also the preliminary passage must not be like the 
skirmishing of Samnite gladiators, who before a fight 
brandish their spears which they are not going to 
make any use of in the actual encounter, but must 
be of such a character as to enable the combatants 
to employ in the real encounter the very ideas which 
they have made play with in the introduction. 

326 “As for their rule that the narration of the case 
must be brief, if the term brevity may be used to 
denote the absence of a single word that is superfluous, 
Lucius Crassus's style has brevity ; but if brevity 
means employing only the absolutely essential mini- 
mum of words, this is required occasionally, but often 
it is actually very detrimental in stating the facts of 
the case, not only because it causes obscurity but 
also because it does away with a quality that is 
the greatest merit in narrative, that of entertaining 
and convincing. Let people consider the passage 
beginning 

For ever since the day he came of age . . .* 


327 what a long story it is! The young man's own 
character, the slave's inquiry, the death of Chrysis, 
her sister's face and figure and her mourning, and all 
the rest of it—all agreeably narrated in every variety 
of style! Whereas if he had really sought for brevity 
in this style : 
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Effertur, imus, ad sepulcrum venimus, 
In ignem imposita est, 


fere! decem versiculis totum conficere potuisset ; 
quamquam hoc ipsum ' effertur, imus ' concisum est 
ita ut non brevitati servitum sit sed magis venustati. 
328 Quodsi nihil fuisset nisi ‘in ignem imposita est,’ 
tamen res tota cognosci facile potuisset; sed et 
festivitatem habet narratio distincta personis et 
interpuncta sermonibus, et est et probabilius quod 
gestum esse dicas cum quemadmodum actum sit 
exponas, et multo apertius ad intellegendum est si 
constituitur aliquando ac non ista brevitate percur- 
329 ritur. Apertam enim narrationem tam esse oportet 
quam cetera, sed hoc magis in hac elaborandum est, 
quod et difficilius est non esse obscurum in re nar- 
randa quam aut in principio aut in argumentando 
aut in perorando, et maiore etiam periculo haec 
pars orationis obscura est quam ceterae, vel quia, 
si quo alio in loco est dictum quid obscurius, tantum 
id perit quod ita dictum est, narratio obscura totam 
occaecat orationem, vel quod alia possis, semel si 
obscurius dixeris, dicere alio loco planius, narrationis 
unus est in causa locus. Erit autem perspicua 
narratio si verbis usitatis, si ordine temporum ser- 
330 vato, si non interrupte narrabitur. LXXXI. Sed 
quando utendum sit aut non sit narratione, id est 
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The funeral—we start, we reach the tomb, 
The corpse is placed upon the pyre—* 


he could have completed the whole affair in a matter 
of ten verses! although the actual phrase ‘ The 
funeral—we start, though very concise, neverthe- 
less achieves not brevity but rather grace of style. 
328 Supposing it had merely run ‘ She was placed on the 
pyre, the whole of the facts could have been easily 
understood nevertheless ; but the narrative gains 
liveliness when it brings in several characters and is 
broken up with speeches, and also one's statement 
of what took place is both more convincing when one 
explains how it was done and much clearer to under- 
stand if occasionally a halt is called and the story 
329 does not run right on with that curt brevity. The 
narrative ought to be as clear as all the other parts of 
the speech, but more pains must be taken to achieve 
clarity in this part because in narrating the facts of 
the case it is more difficult to avoid obscurity than in 
either the introduction or the proof or the peroration, 
and also obscurity is even more dangerous in this part 
of a speech than in the others, either because an ob- 
scure expression in any other place only causes the 
point obscurely expressed to be lost, but obscurity in 
the narrative blacks out the entire speech, or else 
because, whereas with other points if you have ex- 
pressed them rather obscurely at one time you can 
express them more clearly in another place, there is 
only one place in a case for the narration. But clear- 
ness in the narration will be attained if it employs 
ordinary language, and if it keeps to the chrono- 
logical order of events and is not broken by digres- 
330 sions. LXXXI. But when to use and when not to 
use narrative is a matter for consideration: narra- 
44'7 


CICERO 


consilii ; neque enim si nota res est nec dubium quid 
gestum sit narrare oportet nec si adversarius nar- 
ravit, nisi si refellemus; ac si quando erit narran- 
dum, nec illa quae suspicionem et crimen efficient 
contraque nos erunt acriter persequemur et quic- 
quid potuerit detrahemus, ne illud quod Crassus, 
si quando fiat, perfidia, non stultitia fieri putat, ut 
causae noceamus accidat. Nam ad summam totius 
causae pertinet, caute an contra demonstrata res 
sit, quod omnis orationis reliquae fons est narratio. 
331 Sequitur ut causa ponatur, in quo videndum est 
quid in controversiam veniat ; tum suggerenda sunt 
firmamenta causae coniuncte et infirmandis con- 
trariis et tuis confirmandis. Namque una in causis 
ratio quaedam est eius orationis quae ad probandam 
argumentationem valet, ea autem et confirmationem 
et reprehensionem quaerit; sed quia neque repre- 
hendi quae contra dicuntur possunt nisi tua con- 
firmes, neque haec confirmari nisi illa reprehendas, 
idcirco haec et natura et utilitate et tractatione con- 
332 iuncta sunt. Omnia autem concludenda sunt ple- 
rumque vel! rebus augendis vel inflammando iudice 


vcl mitigando ; omniaque cum superioribus orationis 
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tive should not be employed if the facts are known 
and there is no doubt what occurred, nor yet if 
they have been narrated by our opponent, unless 
we are going to refute his account of them; and 
on occasions when narrative is necessary we shall 
not lay very great stress on points that will cause 
suspicion and occasion accusation, and will tell 
against us, and we shall minimize anything that 
might have had this effect, for fear lest it may result 
in our injuring our own case—a thing which if it ever 
does occur is in Crassus's opinion invariably due to 
treachery and not to folly. For it touches the main 
issue of the whole suit whether the case has been set 
out with circumspection or the opposite, because the 
narrative is the fountain head from which the whole 
remainder of the speech flows. 

331 “Next comes the statement of the case, a section in rules for 
which the precise point at issue must be envisaged ; {Mi proor 
and then the case must be supported by proofs, of case and 
which is effected by conjointly demolishing your es 
opponent's arguments and establishing your own. 

For in cases at law the pleading that serves to prove 
the line adopted may be said to have only a single 
principle, though it aims at both proof and refutation; 
but inasmuch as it is neither possible to refute state- 
ments made against you unless you prove your own, 
nor to prove your own statements without refuting 
your opponent's, it follows that these proceedings are 
connected together not only by nature but also in 
respect of their value for your case and the method 

332 of handling them. But all these arguments must as 
a rule be rounded off either by enlarging on your 
points or by arousing the feclings of the judge or 
calming them down; and all of them both in the 
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locis tum maxime extremo ad mentes iudicum quam 
maxime permovendas et ad utilitatem nostram vo- 
candas conferenda sunt. 

333 Neque sane iam causa videtur esse cur secerna- 
mus ea praecepta quae de suasionibus tradenda 
sunt aut laudationibus, sunt enim pleraque com- 
munia; sed tamen suadere aliquid aut dissuadere 
gravissimae mihi personae videtur esse, nam et sapi- 
entis est consilium explicare suum de maximis rebus 
et honesti et diserti, ut mente providere, auctoritate 
probare, oratione persuadere possis. LXXXII. At- 
que haec in senatu minore apparatu agenda sunt; 
sapiens enim est consilium multisque aliis dicendi 
relinquendus locus, vitanda etiam ingeni ostenta- 

334 tionis suspicio: contio capit omnem vim orationis et 
gravitatem, varietatemque desiderat. Ergo in sua- 
dendo nihil est optabilius quam dignitas ; nam qui 
utilitatem petit, non quid maxime velit suasor sed 
quid interdum magis sequatur videt. Nemo est 
enim, praesertim in tam clara civitate, quin putet 
expetendam maxime dignitatem, sed vincit utilitas 
plerumque cum subest ille timor ea neglecta ne 

335 dignitatem quidem posse retineri. Controversia 
autem est inter hominum sententias aut in illo, utrum 
sit utilius, aut etiam cum id convenit certatur 
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earlier parts of the speech and most of all at the 
end must be directed towards influencing the minds 
of the judges as much as possible and attracting them 
in the direction of our advantage. 

333 "Again, there seems to be no reason why we should Advisory 
keep separate the rules that are to be imparted on ee = 
the subject of advisory speeches or of panegyrics, as atfairs: 
they are for the most part common to both; but 
nevertheless to give advice for or against a course of 
action does seem to me to be a task for a person of 
the greatest weight of character, for to expound one’s 
advice on matters of high importance calls for both 
wisdom and ability and eloquence, to enable one to 
make an intelligent forecast, give an authoritative 
proof and employ persuasive eloquence. LXXXII. 
And these ends can be achieved with less apparatus 
in the Senate, as that is a wise deliberative body, and 
one should leave room for many others to speak, 
beside avoiding any suspicion of a display of talent, 

334 whereas a public meeting permits of the full employ- 
ment of powerful and weighty oratory, and requires 
variety. Consequently in an advisory speech nothing 
is more desirable than dignity; for a man who 
demands mere expediency does not see his adviser’s 
main purpose but only his more immediate aim for 
the time being. For there is nobody, especially in 
a famous state like ours, who does not think that 
moral worth is the highest object of ambition, but for 
the most part expediency wins the day when there 
is a covert fear lest if expediency be neglected worth 

335 will also have to be abandoned. But differences of 
opinion arise either on the question which of two 
alternatives is more expedient, or even supposing 
there is agreement about this, it is disputed whether 
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utrum honestati potius an utilitati consulendum sit ; 
quae quia pugnare inter se saepe videntur, qui utili- 
tatem defendet enumerabit commoda pacis, opum, 
potentiae, vectigalium, praesidi militum, ceterarum 
rerum quarum fructum utilitate metimur, itemque 
incommoda contrariorum: qui ad dignitatem im- 
pellet, maiorum exempla quae erant vel cum peri- 
culo gloriosa colliget, posteritatis immortalem me- 
moriam augebit, utilitatem ex laude nasci defendet 


336 semperque eam cum dignitate esse coniunctam. Sed 


337 


quid fieri possit aut non possit quidque etiam sit 
necesse aut non sit in utraque re maxime est quae- 
rendum ; inciditur enim omnis iam deliberatio si 
intellegitur non posse fieri aut si necessitas affertur, 
et qui id docuit non videntibus aliis, is plurimum 
vidit. Ad consilium autem de republica dandum 
caput est nosse rempublicam, ad dicendum vero 
probabiliter nosse mores civitatis, qui quia crebro 
mutantur, genus quoque orationis est saepe mutan- 
dum; et quamquam una fere vis est eloquentiae, 
tamen quia summa dignitas est populi, gravissima 
causa rei publicae, maximi motus multitudinis, genus 
quoque dicendi grandius quoddam et illustrius esse 
adhibendum videtur; maximaque pars orationis ad- 
movenda est ad animorum motus non numquam aut 
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the chief consideration should be integrity or expedi- 
ency ; and as these two considerations often seem to 
conflict, the champion of expediency will reel off a 
list of the advantages of peace and wealth and power 
and revenue and military strength and all the other 
things whose value we measure by expediency, and 
also the disadvantages of their opposites, whereas 
one who urges us on the path of moral worth will 
collect examples of our ancestors' achievements that 
were glorious even though involving danger, and will 
magnify the value of an undying memory with pos- 
terity and maintain that glory engenders advantage 
336 and moral worth is invariably linked with it. But 
in both departments it is of the greatest importance 
to inquire what is possible and what is impossible 
of achievement, and also what is inevitable or the 
reverse ; for all debate is at once cut short by the 
realization that a thing is impossible or if it is proved 
to be inevitable, and the philosopher^ who taught 
this truth, which others did not discern, showed the 
337 greatest insight. But the chief essential for giving 
counsel on affairs of state is a knowledge of the con- 
stitution of the state, whereas the thing that is essen- 
tial for persuasive speaking is a knowledge of the 
national character ; and as this frequently alters, it 
is often necessary also to alter the style of speaking 
employed ; and although the fundamental nature of 
eloquence practically does not vary, nevertheless in 
view of the exalted dignity of the nation, the supreme 
importance of politics, and the violent passions of 
the crowd, it would seem that an oratorical style of 
more than average grandeur and brilliance is re- 
quired ; and the greatest part of a speech must occa- 
sionally be directed to arousing the emotions of the 
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cohortatione aut commemoratione aliqua aut in spem 
aut in metum aut ad cupiditatem aut ad gloriam 
concitandos, saepe etiam a temeritate, iracundia, spe, 
iniuria, invidia, crudelitate revocandos. LXXXIII. 

338 Fit autem ut, quia maxima quasi oratoris scaena 
videatur contionis esse, natura ipsa ad ornatius 
dicendi genus excitemur; habet enim multitudo 
vim quandam talem ut, quemadmodum tibicen sine 
tibiis canere, sic orator sine multitudine audiente 

339 eloquens esse non possit. Et cum sint populares 
multi variique lapsus, vitanda est acclamatio adversa 
populi, quae aut orationis peccato aliquo excitatur si 
aspere, si arroganter, si turpiter, si sordide, si quo 
animi vitio dictum esse aliquid videtur, aut hominum 
offensione vel invidia, quae aut iusta est aut ex 
criminatione atque fama, aut res si displicet, aut si 
est in aliquo motu suae cupiditatis aut metus mul- 
titudo. His quattuor causis totidem medicinae op- 
ponuntur: tum obiurgatio, si est auctoritas; tum 
admonitio, quasi lenior obiurgatio ; tum promissio si 
audierint probaturos; tum deprecatio, quod est 

340 infirmum sed nonnunquam utile. Nullo autem loco 
plus facetiae prosunt et celeritas et breve aliquod 
dictum nec sine dignitate et cum lepore; nihil 
enim tam facile quam multitudo a tristitia et saepe 
ab acerbitate commode et breviter et acute et hilare 
dicto deducitur. 
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audience, by means of exhortation or of some form of 
reminder, to either hope or fear or desire or ambition, 
and often also to calling them back from rashness, 
anger or hope and from injustice, envy or cruelty. 

338 LXXXIII. But as the orator’s chief stage seems the style 
to be the platform at a public meeting, it naturally f poblie ^ 
results that we are stimulated to employ the more spesking. 
ornate kind of oratory ; for the effect produced by 
numbers is of such a kind that a speaker can no 
more be eloquent without a large audience than a 

339 flute-player can perform without a flute. And as 
there are a number of different ways of falling foul 
of the public, one must be careful not to arouse the 
disapproving outcries of the people, who are aroused 
either by some error in the speech, if a remark is 
thought to be harsh or arrogant or base or mean or 
to show some fault of character, or by personal 
annoyance or dislike that is either deserved or arises 
from slander and rumour, or if the subject is un- 
popular, or if the public is in a state of excitement 
arising out of some desire or alarm that it feels. 
These four causes of unpopularity can be met by 
as many remedies: sometimes by reproof, if one 
possesses authority, sometimes by admonition, which 
may be called a gentle form of reproof, sometimes 
by promising that if they will hear us out they will 
agree with us, and sometime, by apology, which is 
not a strong line to take, but is sometimes useful. 

340 And in no other place is there more to be gained by 
using facetious turns and a rapid style and epigram- 
matic remarks expressed in a dignified and attractive 
way ; for nothing is so easy as to divert a crowd from 
gloominess and often from bitter feeling by means of 
a neat and terse and pointed and amusing phrase. 
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LXXXIV. Exposui fere ut potui vobis in utroque 
genere causarum quae sequi solerem, quae fugere, 
quae spectare quaque omnino in causis ratione ver- 

341 sari. Nec illud tertium laudationum genus est 
difficile quod ego initio quasi a praeceptis nostris 
secreveram ; sed et quia multa sunt orationum 
genera et graviora et maioris copiae de quibus nemo 
fere praeciperet, et quod nos laudationibus non ita 
multum uti soleremus, totum hunc segregabam 
locum. Ipsi enim Graeci magis legendi et delecta- 
tionis aut hominis alicuius ornandi quam utilitatis 
huius forensis causa laudationes scriptitaverunt ; 
quorum sunt libri quibus Themistocles, Aristides, 
Agesilaus, Epaminondas, Philippus, Alexander alii- 
que laudantur; nostrae laudationes quibus in foro 
utimur aut testimonii brevitatem habent nudam 
atque inornatam aut scribuntur ad funebrem con- 
tionem, quae ad orationis laudem minime accom- 
modata est. Sed tamen, quoniam est utendum 
aliquando, nonnunquam etiam scribendum, velut 
Q. Tuberoni Africanum avunculum laudanti scripsit 
C. Laelius vel ut nosmet ipsi ornandi causa Grae- 
corum more si quos velimus laudare possimus, sit a 

342 nobis quoque tractatus hic locus. Perspicuum est 
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LXXXIV. "I have practically completed giving 
you an account, to the best of my ability, of the rules 
that I am accustomed to follow, and the faults which 
I try to avoid and the objects which I have in view in 
both kinds of cases, and generally of the method that 

341 I adoptinlaw-suits. Nor is there any difficulty about Panegyrics. 
the third class, consisting of panegyrics, which I had 
excluded from our set of instructions at the outset. 
But there are a great many kinds of oratory that are 
both more dignified and wider in scope, which virtu- 
ally nobody lays down rules about, and also we 
Romans do not much practise the custom of 
panegyrics, so consequently I put this department 
entirely on one side. For the Greeks themselves 
have constantly thrown off masses of panegyrics, 
designed more for reading and for entertainment, or 
for giving a laudatory account of some person, than 
for the practical purposes of public life with which 
we are now concerned : there are Greek books con- 
taining panegyrics of Themistocles, Aristides, Agesi- 
laus, Epaminondas, Philip, Alexander and others ; 
whereas our Roman commendatory speeches that we 
make in the forum have either the bare and un- 
adorned brevity of evidence to a person's character 
or are written to be delivered as a funeral speech, 
which is by no means a suitable occasion for parading 
one's distinction in rhetoric. But nevertheless, as 
laudatory speeches must be delivered occasionally 
and sometimes even written out, either as Gaius 
Laelius wrote a panegyric for Quintus Tubero to 
deliver on his uncle Africanus, or in order that we 
ourselves may be able if we wish to praise certain 
persons in an honorific speech in the Greek manner, 

342 let us also treat of this topic. Well then, it is clear 
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igitur alia esse in homine optanda, alia laudanda ; 
genus, forma, vires, opes, divitiae, cetera quae for- 
tuna! dat aut extrinsecus aut corpori, non habent in 
se veram laudem, quae deberi virtuti uni putatur ; 
sed tamen quod ipsa virtus in earum rerum usu ac 
moderatione maxime cernitur, tractanda in lauda- 
tionibus etiam haec sunt naturae et fortunae bona, 
in quibus est summa laus non extulisse se in 
potestate, non fuisse insolentem in pecunia, non se 
praetulisse aliis propter abundantiam fortunae, ut 
opes et copiae non superbiae videantur ac libidini 
sed bonitati ac moderationi facultatem et materiam 
343 dedisse. Virtus autem, quae est per se ipsa lauda- 
bilis et sine qua nihil laudari potest, tamen habet 
plures partes, quarum alia est alia ad laudationem 
aptior. Sunt enim aliae virtutes quae videntur in 
moribus hominum et quadam comitate ac beneficentia 
positae, aliae quae in ingeni aliqua facultate aut 
animi magnitudine ac robore; nam clementia, ius- 
titia, benignitas, fides, fortitudo in periculis com- 
344 munibus iucunda est auditu in laudationibus, omnes 
enim hae virtutes non tam ipsis qui eas habent quam 
generi hominum fructuosae putantur: sapientia et 
magnitudo animi qua omnes res humanae tenues ac 
pro nihilo putantur et in excogitando vis quaedam 
ingeni et ipsa eloquentia admirationis habent non 
minus, iucunditatis minus ; ipsos enim magis viden- 
tur quos laudamus quam illos apud quos laudamus 
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that the qualities that are desirable in a person are 
not the same as those that are praiseworthy : family, 
good looks, bodily strength, resources, riches and 
the rest of the external or personal gifts of fortune 
do not in themselves contain any true ground for 
praise, which is held to be due to virtue alone; but 
nevertheless, as it is in the employment and wise 
management of these that virtue itself is very largely 
discerned, a panegyric must also treat of these goods 
of nature and of fortune in which the highest praise 
is not to have been puffed up in office or insolent 
in wealth, or to have put oneself in front of others 
because of fortune’s bounty—so that wealth and 
riches may seem to have provided opportunity and 
occasion not for pride and licence but for beneficence 
343 and temperance. But virtue, which is praiseworthy 
in itself and is a necessary element in anything that 
can be praised, nevertheless contains several divisions, 
one of which is more fit to be praised than another. 
For there are some virtues that are manifested as 
qualities of people’s behaviour and by a sort of kind- 
ness and beneficence, while others consist in intel- 
lectual ability or in highmindedness and strength of 
character; inasmuch as mercy, justice, kindness, 
fidelity, courage in common dangers are acceptable 
344 topics in a panegyric, since all these virtues are 
thought to be beneficial not so much to their 
possessors as to the human race in general, whereas 
wisdom, and magnanimity that counts all human 
fortunes slight and worthless, and strength and 
originality of intellect, and eloquence itself are not 
less admired it is true but give less pleasure, because 
they seem to grace and to safeguard the subjects of 
our panegyrics themselves rather than the persons 
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ornare ac tueri. Sed tamen in laudando iungenda 
sunt etiam haec genera virtutum, ferunt enim aures 
hominum cum illa quae iucunda et grata, tum 
etiam illa quae mirabilia sunt in virtute laudari. 

345 LXXXV. Et quoniam singularum virtutum sunt 
certa quaedam officia ac munera et sua cuique virtuti 
laus propria debetur, erit explicandum in laude iusti- 
tiae quid cum fide, quid cum aequabilitate, quid 
cum eiusmodi aliquo officio is qui laudabitur fecerit, 
itemque in ceteris res gestae ad cuiusque virtutis 

346 genus et vim et nomen accommodabuntur. Gratis- 
sima autem laus eorum factorum habetur quae sus- 
cepta videntur a viris fortibus sine emolumento ac 
praemio; quae vero etiam cum labore ac periculo 
ipsorum, haec habent uberrimam copiam ad laudan- 
dum, quod et dici ornatissime possunt et audiri 
facillime; ea enim denique virtus esse videtur 
praestantis viri quae est fructuosa aliis, ipsi aut 
laboriosa aut periculosa aut certe gratuita. Magna 
etiam illa laus et admirabilis videri solet tulisse casus 
sapienter adversos, non fractum esse fortuna, re- 

347 tinuisse in rebus asperis dignitatem ; neque tamen 
illa non ornant, habiti honores, decreta virtutis 
praemia, res gestae iudiciis hominum comprobatae ; 
in quibus etiam felicitatem ipsam deorum immor- 
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before whom they are delivered. But nevertheless 
virtues of these kinds also should be introduced in 
a panegyric, since an audience will accept the be- 
stowal of praise on the aspects of virtue that call for 
admiration as well as on those that give pleasure 
and gratification. 

345 LXXXV. “ And since particular virtues have their 
own definite duties and functions and each virtue has 
an appropriate form of commendation that is due to 
it, in giving praise for justice it will be necessary to 
recite actions of the subject of our panegyric that 
exhibited fidelity and fairness, and any right con- 
duct of that nature ; and similarly under the other 
heads our account of his actions will be fitted in to 
each successive class and meaning and designation of 

346 virtue. But the most welcome praise is that be- 
stowed on deeds that appear to have been performed 
by brave men without profit or reward ; while those 
that also involve toil and personal danger supply 
very fertile topics for panegyric, because they admit 
of being narrated in a most eloquent style and of 
obtaining the readiest reception from the audience ; 
for it is virtue that is profitable to others, and either 
toilsome or dangerous or at all events not profitable 
to its possessor, that is deemed to mark a man of 
outstanding merit. Also it is customarily recognized 
as a great and admirable distinction to have borne 
adversity wisely, not to have been crushed by mis- 
fortune, and not to have lost dignity in a difficult 

347 situation ; and distinction is also conferred by offices 
filled, rewards of merit bestowed, and achievements 
honoured by the judgement of mankind ; in these 
matters moreover it is proper to a panegyric to 
attribute what is merely good fortune to the verdict 
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talium iudicio tribui laudationis est. Sumendae 
autem res erunt aut magnitudine praestabiles aut 
novitate primae aut genere ipso singulares ; neque 
enim parvae neque usitatae neque vulgares admira- 

348 tione aut omnino laude dignae videri solent. Est 
etiam cum ceteris praestantibus viris comparatio in 
laudatione praeclara. De quo genere libitum est 
mihi paulo plura quam ostenderam dicere, non tam 
propter usum forensem, qui est a me omni hoc ser- 
mone tractatus, quam ut hoc videretis, si laudationes 
essent in oratoris officio, quod nemo negat, oratori 
virtutum omnium cognitionem sine qua laudatio 

349 effici non possit esse necessariam. Jam vituperandi 
praecepta contrariis ex vitiis sumenda esse perspicuum 
est; simul est illud ante oculos, nec bonum virum 
proprie et copiose laudari sine virtutum nec impro- 
bum notari ac vituperari sine vitiorum cognitione 
satis insignite atque aspere posse. Atque his locis et 
laudandi et vituperandi saepe nobis est utendum in 
omni genere causarum. 

350 Habetis, de inveniendis rebus disponendisque quid 
sentiam ; adiungam etiam de memoria, ut labore 
Crassum levem neque ei quidquam aliud de quo 
disserat. relinquam nisi ea quibus haec exornentur. 


LXXXVI. Perge vero, inquit Crassus, libenter 
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of divine wisdom. And one must select achieve- 
ments that are of outstanding importance or unpre- 
cedented or unparalleled in their actual character ; 
for small achievements or those that are not unusual 
or out of the ordinary are not as a rule felt to be speci- 

348 ally admirable or to deserve praise at all. Moreover 
a splendid line to take in a paneygric is to compare 
the subject with all other men of high distinction. 
And the spirit has moved me to enlarge rather more 
fully on this class of topic than I had promised to do, 
not so much for the purpose of its employment in the 
courts, which has been my subject in the whole of 
this discourse, as to bring home to you the fact that 
if the functions of a speaker include the delivery of 
panegyrics, which nobody denies, a speaker is bound 
to possess, as an indispensable means for the con- 
struction of a panegyric, a knowledge of all the virtues. 

349 Then, it is clear that the rules for assigning blame 
have to be developed out of the vices that are the 
opposites of these virtues; at the same time it is 
obvious that it is impossible either to praise a good 
man appropriately and fully without a knowledge of 
the virtues or to brand and blame a wicked man in a 
sufficiently impressive and crushing manner without a 
knowledge of the vices. And these topics of praise 
and blame we shall frequently have occasion to em- 
ploy in every class of law-suit. 

350 “I have given you my view in regard to the dis- 
covery and the arrangement of topics ; I will also add 
something on the subject of memory, in order to 
lighten the task of Crassus and to leave him nothing 
else to discuss except the method of elaborating 
these subjects." 

LXXXVI. “ Oh, pray continue," said Crassus, “ I 
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enim te cognitum iam artificem aliquandoque evolu- 
tum illis integumentis dissimulationis tuae nudatum- 
que perspicio; et quod mihi nihil aut quod non 
multum relinquis, percommode facis, estque mihi 
gratum. 

Iam istuc quantum tibi ego reliquerim, inquit 
Antonius, erit in tua potestate: si enim vere me! 
agere volueris, omnia tibi relinquo ; sin dissimulare, 
tu quemadmodum his satisfacias videris. Sed, ut ad 
rem redeam, non sum tanto ego, inquit, ingenio 
quanto Themistocles fuit, ut oblivionis artem quam 
memoriae malim ; gratiamque habeo Simonidi illi 
Cio quem primum ferunt artem memoriae protulisse. 
Dicunt enim cum cenaret Crannone in Thessalia 
Simonides apud Scopam fortunatum hominem et 
nobilem cecinissetque id carmen quod in eum scrip- 
sisset, in quo multa ornandi causa poetarum more in 
Castorem scripta et Pollucem fuissent, nimis illum 
sordide Simonidi dixisse se dimidium eius ei quod 
pactus esset pro illo carmine daturum: reliquum a 
suis Tyndaridis quos aeque laudasset peteret si ei 
videretur. Paulo post esse ferunt nuntiatum Simo- 
nidi ut prodiret: iuvenes stare ad ianuam duos 
quosdam qui eum magnopere evocarent ; surrexisse 
illum, prodisse, vidisse neminem ; hoc interim spatio 
conclave illud ubi epularetur Scopas concidisse ; ea 
ruina ipsum cum cognatis oppressum suis interiisse ; 


1 me add. Rackham. 


a See § 299. 
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am delighted to see you at last known as a master of 
the theory, finally unmasked and stripped of the veil 
of your pretended ignorance; and it is extremely 
obliging of you to leave little or nothing to me, and I 
am grateful for it.” 

351 “Oh, as for that," said Antony, “the amount I Memory; 
shall have left to you will be for you to decide ; if you aveo: 
want complete candour, what I leave to you is the the pigeon- 
whole subject, but if you want me to keep up the pre- method. 
tence, it is for you to consider how you may satisfy 
our friends here. But to return to the subject,” he 
continued, “I am not myself as clever as Themistocles? 
was, so as to prefer the science of forgetting to that 
of remembering ; and I am grateful to the famous 
Simonides of Ceos, who is said to have first invented 

352 the science of mnemonics. There is a story that 
Simonides was dining at the house of a wealthy noble- 
man named Scopas at Crannon in Thessaly, and 
chanted a lyric poem which he had composed in 
honour of his host, in which he followed the custom of 
the poets by including for decorative purposes a long 
passage referring to Castor and Pollux ; whereupon 
Scopas with excessive meanness told him he would 
pay him half the fee agreed on for the poem, and if 
he liked he might apply for the balance to his sons 
of Tyndareus, as they had gone halves in the pane- 

353 gyric. The story runs that a little later a message 
was brought to Simonides to go outside, as two young 
men were standing at the door who earnestly re- 
quested him to come out; so he rose from his seat 
and went out, and could not see anybody ; but in the 
interval of his absence the roof of the hall where 
Scopas was giving the banquet fell in, crushing Scopas 
himself and his relations underneath the ruins and 
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quos cum humare vellent sui neque possent obtritos 
internoscere ullo modo, Simonides dicitur ex eo quod 
meminisset quo eorum loco quisque cubuisset de- 
monstrator uniuscuiusque sepeliendi fuisse; hac tum 
re admonitus invenisse fertur ordinem esse maxime 
354 qui memoriae lumen afferret. Itaque eis qui hanc 
partem ingeni exercerent locos esse capiendos et ea 
quae memoria tenere vellent effingenda animo atque 
in eis locis collocanda : sic fore ut ordinem rerum 
locorum ordo conservaret, res autem ipsas rerum 
effigies notaret, atque ut locis pro cera, simulacris pro 
355 litteris uteremur. LXXXVII. Qui sit autem oratori 
memoriae fructus, quanta utilitas, quanta vis, quid 
me attinet dicere ? tenere quae didiceris in acci- 
pienda causa, quae ipse cogitaris ? omnes fixas esse 
in animo sententias ? omnem descriptum verborum 
apparatum ? ita audire vel eum unde discas vel eum 
cui respondendum sit ut illi non infundere in aures 
tuas orationem sed in animo videantur inscribere ? 
Itaque soli qui memoria vigent sciunt quid et quate- 
nus et quomodo dicturi sint, quid responderint, quid 


supersit: eidemque multa ex aliis causis aliquando a 
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killing them ; and when their friends wanted to 
bury them but were altogether unable to know 
them apart as they had been completely crushed, 
the story goes that Simonides was enabled by his 
recollection of the place in which each of them had 
been reclining at table to identify them for separate 
interment ; and that this circumstance suggested to 
him the discovery of the truth that the best aid to 
i clearness of memory consists in orderly arrangement. 
$ - 954 He inferred that persons desiring to train this faculty 
must select localities and form mental images of the 
facts they wish to remember and store those images 
in the localities, with the result that the arrangement 
of the localities will preserve the order of the facts, 
and the images of the facts will designate the facts 
themselves, and we shall employ the localities and 
images respectively as a wax writing tablet and the 
355 letters written on it. LXXXVII. But what business 
is it of mine to specify the value.to a speaker and 
the usefulness and effectiveness of memory ? of re- 
taining the information given you when you were 
briefed and the opinions you yourself have formed ? 
of having all your ideas firmly planted in your 
mind and all your resources of vocabulary neatly 
arranged? of giving such close attention to the 
instructions of your client and to the speech of the 
opponent you have to answer that they may seem 
not-just to pour what they say. into your ears but to 
imprint it on your mind? Consequently only people 
with a powerful memory know what they are going to 
say and for how long they are going to speak and in 
what style, what points they have already answered 
and what still remains ; and they also can remember 
from other cases many arguments which they have 
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se acta, multa ab aliis audita meminerunt. Quare 
confiteor equidem huius boni naturam esse principem, 
sicut earum rerum de quibus ante locutus sum 
omnium : sed haec ars tota dicendi, sive artis imago 
quaedam et similitudo est, habet hanc vim, non ut 
totum aliquid cuius in ingeniis nostris pars nulla sit 
pariat et procreet, verum ut ea quae sunt orta iam in 
nobis et procreata educet atque confirmet ; verum- 
tamen neque tam acri memoria fere quisquam est ut 
non dispositis notatisque rebus ordinem verborum 
omnium aut sententiarum complectatur neque vero 
tam hebeti ut nihil hac consuetudine et exercitatione 
adiuvetur. Vidit enim hoc prudenter sive Simonides 
sive alius quis invenit, ea maxime animis effingi 
nostris quae essent a sensu tradita atque impressa ; 
acerrinum autem ex omnibus nostris sensibus esse 
sensum videndi ; quare facillime animo teneri posse 
ea quae perciperentur auribus aut cogitatione si 
etiam commendatione oculorum animis traderentur ; 
ut res caecas et ab aspectus iudicio remotas con- 
formatio quaedam et imago et figura ita notaret ut 
ea quae cogitando complecti vix possemus intuendo 


358 quasi teneremus. His autem formis atque corpori- 


bus, sicut omnibus quae sub aspectum veniunt sede! 
opus est, etenim corpus intellegi sine loco non potest. 
Quare (ne in re nota et pervulgata multus et insolens 


! v.l. veniunt admonetur memoria nostra atque exer- 
citatur sede. 


a After ‘ view’ some inferior Mss. insert ' serve to prompt 
and stimulate our memory.’ 
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previously advanced and many: which they have 
356 heard from other people. And consequently for 
my own part I confess that the chief source of this 
endowment, as of all the things I have spoken of 
before, is nature ; but the efficacy of the whole 
of this science, or perhaps I should say pseudo- 
science, of rhetoric, is not that it wholly originates 
and engenders something no part of which is already 
present in our minds, but that it fosters and 
strengthens things that have already sprung to birth 
357 within us; though nevertheless hardly anybody 
exists who has so keen a memory that he can retain 
the order of all the words or sentences without having 
arranged and noted his facts, nor yet is anybody so 
dull-witted that habitual practice in this will not give 
him some assistance. It has been sagaciously dis- 
cerned by Simonides or else discovered by some 
other person, that the most complete pictures are 
formed in our minds of the things that have been 
conveyed to them and imprinted on them by the 
senses, but that the keenest of all our senses is the 
sense of sight, and that consequently perceptions 
received by the ears or by reflexion can be most 
easily retained in the mind if they are also conveyed 
to our minds by the mediation of the eyes, with the 
result that things not seen and not lying in the field 
of visual discernment are earmarked by a sort of out- 
line and image and shape so that we keep hold of as 
it were by an act of sight things that we can scarcely 
358 embrace by an act of thought. But these forms and 
bodies, like all the things that come under our view * 
require an abode, inasmuch as a material object 
without a locality is inconceivable. Consequently (in 
order that I may not be prolix and tedious on a sub- 
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sim) locis est utendum multis, illustribus, explicatis, 
modicis intervallis; imaginibus autem agentibus, 
acribus, insignitis, quae occurrere celeriterque per- 
cutere animum possint; quam facultatem et exer- 
citatio dabit, ex qua consuetudo gignitur, et similium 
verborum conversa et immutata casibus aut traducta 
ex parte ad genus notatio et unius verbi imagine 
totius sententiae informatio pictoris cuiusdam summi 
ratione et modo formarum varietate locos distin- 
359 guentis. LXXXVIII. Sed verborum memoria, quae 
minus est nobis necessaria, maiore imaginum varie- 
tate distinguitur; multa enim sunt verba quae quasi 
articuli connectunt membra orationis quae formari 
similitudine nulla possunt; eorum fingendae nobis 
sunt imagines quibus semper utamur; rerum me- 
moria propria est oratoris; eam singulis personis bene 
positis notare possumus ut sententias imaginibus, 
360 ordinem locis comprehendamus. Neque verum est 
quod ab inertibus dicitur, opprimi memoriam imagi- 
num pondere et obscurari etiam id quod per se 
natura tenere potuisset; vidi enim ego summos 
homines et divina prope memoria, Athenis Char- 
madam, in Asia, quem vivere hodie aiunt, Scepsium 
Metrodorum, quorum uterque tanquam litteris in 
cera sic se aiebat imaginibus in eis locis quos haberet 
quae meminisse vellet perscribere. Quare hac 


* The phrase denotes what we call ‘ perspective.’ 
> Cato’s rule was Rem tene, verba sequentur. 
* Prepositions and conjunctions are specially meant. 
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ject that is well known and familiar) one must employ 
a large number of localities which must be clear and, 
defined and at moderate intervals apart, and. images. 
that are effective and sharply outlined and distinctive, 
with the capacity of encountering and speedily pene- 
trating the mind; the ability to use these will be 
supplied by practice, which engenders habit, and by 
marking off similar words with an inversion and altera- 
tion of their cases or a transference from species to 
genus, and by representing a whole concept by the 
image of a single word, on the/'system and method 
of a consummate painter distinguishing the positions 
of objects by modifying their shapes.? LXXXVIII. 
“J 859 But a memory for words, which for us is less essential," 
is given distinctness by a greater variety of images ; 
for there are many words ^ which serve as joints 
connecting the limbs of the sentence, and these 
cannot be formed by any use of simile—of these we 
have to model images for constant employment ; but 
a memory for things is the special property of the 
orator—this we can imprint on our minds by a skilful 
arrangement of the several masks that represent 
them, so that we may grasp ideas by means of images 
360 and their order by means of localities. Nor is it true, 
as unscientific people assert, that memory is crushed 
beneath a weight of images and even what might 
have been retained by nature unassisted is obscured ; 
for I have myself met eminent people with almost 
superhuman powers of memory, Charmadas at Athens 
and Metrodorus of Scepsis in Asia, who is said to be 
still living, each of whom used to say that he wrote 
down things he wanted to remember in certain ' locali- 
ties’ in his possession by means of images, just as if 
he were inscribing letters on wax. It follows that 
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exercitatione non eruenda memoria est si est nulla 
naturalis, sed certe si latet evocanda est. 

361 Habetis sermonem bene longum hominis utinam 
non impudentis! Illud quidem certe, non nimis vere- 
cundi, qui quidem cum te, Catule, tum etiam 
L. Crasso audiente de dicendi ratione tam multa di- 
xerim ; nam istorum aetas minus me fortasse movere 
debuit. Sed mihi ignoscetis profecto, si modo quae 
causa me ad hanc insolitam mihi loquacitatem im- 
pulerit acceperitis. 

962 LXXXIX. Nos vero, inquit Catulus, etenim pro 
me hoc et pro meo fratre respondeo, non modo tibi 
ignoscimus sed te diligimus magnamque tibi habe- 
mus gratiam ; et cum humanitatem et facilitatem 
agnoscimus tuam, tum admiramur istam scientiam et 
copiam. Equidem etiam hoc me assecutum puto, 
quod magno sum levatus errore et illa admiratione 
liberatus quod multis cum aliis semper admirari 
solebam unde esset illa tanta tua in causis divinitas ; 
nec enim te ista attigisse arbitrabar quae diligen- 
tissime cognosse et undique collegisse usuque doctum 
partim correxisse video, partim comprobasse ; neque 

363 eo minus eloquentiam tuam et multo magis virtutem 
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this practice cannot be used to draw out the memory 
if no memory has been given to us by nature, but it 
can undoubtedly summon it to come forth if it is 
in hiding. 

361  ''There is a fairly long lecture for you from a person Conclusion : 
whom I hope you will not think conceited ! Though Cres 
not over-modest I am sure you must think me, for mented and 
having discoursed at such length on the theory of E 
rhetoric before an audience including not only you, ornaments 
Catulus, but also Lucius Crassus—for no doubt I was Debate 
right in not troubling so much about hearers of the *Nourmed 
age of our friends here. But I am sure you will for- noon. 
give me if only I explain to you the motive that has 
urged me on to a talkativeness for me unusual." 

362 LXXXIX. “ Oh, as for us," said Catulus, '' inas- 
much as I am making this answer for myself and for 
my brother, not only do we forgive you but we hold 
you in high esteem and are extremely grateful to 
you; and we recognize your courtesy and kindness, 
and also are filled with admiration for the knowledge 
and the fluency that you have displayed. For my 
own part I feel I have scored the further advantage 
that I have been cured of a great mistake and have 
been set free from the wonder that I spoke of," as to 
a matter that has always been a constant puzzle to 
me and many others as well,—where you obtained 
the mastery, amounting to genius, which you display 
in law-suits ; in fact I used to imagine that you had 
never embarked on the subjects that you have been 
dealing with, to which I now see that you have given 
the most diligent study, collecting them from all 
sources and employing the teaching of experience 

363 partly to correct and partly to confirm them ; nor do 
I feel less admiration for your eloquence, and much 
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et diligentiam admiror et simul gaudeo iudicium 
animi mei comprobari quod semper statui neminem 
sapientiae laudem et eloquentiae sine summo studio 
et labore et doctrina consequi posse. Sed tamen 
quidnam est quod dixisti fore ut tibi ignosceremus 
si cognossemus quae te causa in sermonem impu- 
lisset? Quae est enim alia causa nisi quod nobis et 
horum adolescentium studio, qui te attentissime 
audierunt, morem gerere voluisti ? 

364 Tum ille: Adimere, inquit, omnem recusationem 
Crasso volui quem ego paulo ante sentiebam! vel 
pudentius vel invitius, nolo enim dicere de tam suavi 
homine fastidiosius, ad hoc genus sermonis accedere. 
Quid enim poterit dicere? ^ Consularem se esse 
hominem et censorium ? Eadem nostra causa est. 
An aetatem afferet? Quadriennio minor est. Anse 
haec nescire ? Quae ego sero, quae cursim arripui, 
quae subsicivis operis, ut aiunt, iste a puero, summo 
studio, summis doctoribus. Nihil dicam de ingenio, 
cui par nemo fuit ; etenim me dicentem qui audiret, 
nemo unquam tam sui despiciens fuit quin speraret 
aut melius aut eodem modo se posse dicere : Crasso 
dicente nemo tam arrogans, qui similiter se unquam 
dicturum esse confideret. Quam ob rem ne frustra 
hi tales viri venerint, te aliquando, Crasse, audiamus. 

! Kayser: sciebam. 


a Actually three, see p. xiii n. a; but 140 s.c. would be 
spoken of as the fourth year after 143. 
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more admiration for your energy and industry, and 
at the same time I rejoice in the confirmation of my 
own conviction, which I have always held, that no 
one can achieve high distinction for wisdom and 
eloquence without a very great amount of zeal 
and industry and study. But all the same, what 
exactly did you mean by saying that we should 
forgive you if we knew the motive that had led you 
to deliver a discourse ? What other motive can it 
be except a desire to oblige us and to satisfy the 
interest of these young people, who have given you 
a most attentive hearing p 

364 “ Oh,” he replied, ' I wanted to deprive Crassus 
of all excuse for crying off, having noticed a little 
earlier that he was too modest, or too reluctant—for 
in regard to such an agreeable person I will not say 
too fastidious—about entering on this kind of debate. 
For what will he be able to say ? That he is a person 
who has held the offices of consul and of censor? We 
can make the same plea. Or will he adduce his age ? 
He is four? years our junior. Or that he does not 
know these subjects ? Why, I took them up late and 
casually and as an occupation for odd moments, as 
the phrase is, whereas our friend has studied them 
from boyhood with the greatest industry and under 
the best masters. I will say nothing about his ability, 
which nobody has ever rivalled: in fact whereas no 
one who has heard me speaking has ever held so low 
an opinion of himself as not to hope he was capable of 
speaking better, or at all events as well, when Crassus 
speaks nobody was ever so conceited as to believe 
that he would ever speak as well. Therefore, so that 
these distinguished gentlemen may not have come 
here to no Pome: let us at last, Crassus, hear you.’ 
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365 XC. Tum ille: Ut ita ista esse concedam, inquit, 
Antoni, quae sunt longe secus, quid mihi tandem 
hodie aut cuiquam homini quod dici possit reliquisti ? 
Dicam enim vere, amicissimi homines, quod sentio : 
saepe ego doctos homines, quid dico saepe ? immo 
nonnunquam, saepe enim qui potui, qui puer in 
forum venerim neque inde unquam diutius quam 
quaestor abfuerim ? sed tamen audivi, ut heri dice- 
bam, et Athenis cum essem doctissimos viros et in 
Asia istum ipsum Scepsium Metrodorum cum de 
his ipsis rebus disputaret ; neque vero mihi quisquam 
copiosius unquam visus est neque subtilius in hoc 
genere dicendi quam iste hodie esse versatus : quod 
si esset aliter et aliquid intellegerem ab Antonio prae- 
termissum, non essem tam inurbanus et paene in- 
humanus ut in eo gravarer quod vos cupere sentirem. 

366 Tum Sulpicius: An ergo, inquit, oblitus es, Crasse, 
Antonium ita partitum esse tecum ut ipse instru- 
mentum oratoris exponeret, tibi eius distinctionem 
atque ornatum relinqueret ? 

Hic ille: Primum quis Antonio permisit, inquit, 
ut et partes faceret et utram vellet prior ipsc 
sumeret? Deinde, si ego recte intellexi cum valde 
libenter audirem, mihi coniuncte est visus de utraque 
re dicere. 

Ille vero, inquit Cotta, ornamenta orationis non 
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365 XC. “ Granted, Antonius,” rejoined Crassus, “ that 
I allow something to be the case which is in reality 
quite otherwise, what pray have you to-day left to 
me, or to anybody, that can possibly be said? For, 
my very good friends, I will give you my true opinion : 
I have heard learned persons often—why do I say 
‘often’? rather let me say ‘ occasionally,’ for how 
could I possibly have heard them often, having gone 
to the bar as I did while a mere lad, and having never 
had a longer absence from it than my period of office 
as quaestor? but be that as it may, I have, as I 
was saying yesterday, heard very learned men, both 
when I was at Athens, and in Asia your Metrodorus 
of Scepsis himself, discussing these very subjects ; 
but nevertheless I have never thought that anybody 
discoursed with greater fullness or with greater 
penetration in this class of debate than our friend 
here to-day ; and even if this were not the case, and 
if I detected some point that Antonius had passed 
over, I should not be so uncivil and I may say so 
inhuman as to make a difficulty about what I feel to 
be your strong desire.” 

366 ^" Have you then forgotten, Crassus," rejoined 
Sulpicius, ‘‘ the apportionment arranged with you by 
Antonius, for him to expound the speaker’s stock-in- 
trade himself while he left its elaboration and embel 
lishment to you ? ” 

Hereupon, "In the first place," said Crassus, 
“who gave Antonius leave to divide the subject up 
into shares and himself to have the first choice? 
And next, if I understood him rightly, listening as I 
was with great pleasure, he seemed to me to be 
discussing both the two subjects conjointly." 

* As a matter of fact," said Cotta, “ he did not 


4TT 


€ 


CICERO 


attigit neque eam laudem ex qua eloquentia nomen 
suum invenit. 

Verba igitur, inquit Crassus, mihi reliquit An- 
tonius, rem ipse sumpsit. 

367 Tum Caesar: Si quod difficilius est id tibi reliquit, 
est nobis, inquit, causa cur te audire cupiamus : sin 
quod facilius, tibi causa non est cur recuses. 

Et Catulus: Quid quod dixisti, inquit, Crasse, si 
hodie apud te maneremus te morem nobis esse 
gesturum, nihilne ad fidem tuam putas pertinere ? 

Tum Cotta ridens: Possem tibi, inquit, Crasse, 
concedere ; sed vide ne quid Catulus attulerit re- 
ligionis : hoc opus censorium est, id autem com- 
mittere vide! quam homini censorio conveniat. 

Agite vero, inquit,? ut vultis. Sed nune quidem, 
quoniam est id temporis, surgendum censeo et re- 
quiescendum : post meridiem, si ita vobis est com- 
modum, loquemur aliquid, nisi forte in crastinum 
differre mavultis. 

Omnes se vel statim vel si T: post meridiem 
mallet, quam primum tamen audire velle dixerunt. 


1 Reid: vides. 3 v.l, ille inquit. 
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touch on the embellishment of oratory, nor the 
accomplishment from which eloquence has derived 
its name." 

“ If that is so," said Crassus, “ Antony left the 
words to me and took the matter for himself.” 

367 “ If he left you the harder part," interposed Caesar, 
“ we have good reason for wanting to hear you, and 
if the part he left you is the easier one, you have no 
reason for refusing.” 

And Catulus said, “ What about your promise, 
Crassus, that if we stayed on at your house to-day 
you would gratify our wish? Don’t you think you 
are bound in honour to do so ? " 

“ I might possibly give way to you, Crassus,” re- 
joined Cotta with a smile, “ but mind we don't have 
Catulus introducing a point of moral obligation ; this 
is a job for a censor's attention, but mind how it can 
be proper for a former censor to commit it.” 

“ Oh well," said Crassus, “ do as you please. But 
now, seeing what the time is, I move that the house 
do adjourn for a rest ; and if it is agreeable to you we 
will say something in the afternoon, unless perhaps 
you would prefer to postpone it till to-morrow.” 

They all said they wanted to hear him at once, or 
at all events, if he himself preferred the afternoon, as 
early as possible. 
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APPENDIX 


Book I, § 41 (p. 30). qui aut interdicto . . . temere irruisses. 
In legal disputes as to possession the interdictum was a pre- 
liminary order of the praetor intended to secure for one of 
the litigants interim possession of the dispnted property, so 
as to make him defendant in the subsequent rekl action and 
cast the burden of proof upon the other as plaintiff. Con- 
sertio manus was the stage in the real action at which the 

arties simulated the physical struggle of lawless times, by 
aying hands together upon the property and making claim 
and counterclaim to the ownership. In the case of land this 
formality took place out of court. 

Book I, § 42 (pp. 30-32). Agerent enim tecum lege . . . non 
liceret. Legis actiones, of five types, were the remedies at 
the earliest stage of developed Roman legal procedure: they 
involved a rigid and elaborate ritual, in which the slightest 
slip was fatal to the blunderer's case. Sacramentum was 
one of these types, involving a pecuniary deposit by each 
litigant. The winner of the action recovered his sacramen- 
tum, while the loser's was forfeited to the State. 

Book I, 8 178 (p. 122). defendebamus . . . praestare debere. 
By this time Roman Law had apparently evolved the rule 
that a vendor of immovable property warrants the purchaser 
against all such material defects in his title as he does not 
disclose. The English rule is the same. 

Book I, 8 180 (p. 124). antequam in suam tutelam venisset, 
A boy emerged from guardianship at the age of fourteen. 
In this famous causa Curiana a testator had left his estate 
to his expected posthumons child, with a gift over to Curius 
in the event of such child dying under age. After all no 
child was born. Was the condition of death under age 
fulfilled by the default of birth? Crassus successfully 
maintained the affirmative, and Curius took under the will. 
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